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PREFACE. 


The  author  of  these  Addresses  has  been  for 
some  years  the  Superintendent  of  a  Sabbath- 
school,  in  which  the  same  question  book  is 
used  by  all  the  reading  classes,  and  each 
Sabbath  all  have  the  same  lesson.  It  has 
been  his  practice  to  occupy  a  short  time  at  the 
close  of  the  school,  when  circumstances  would 
allow,  in  recalling  the  attention  of  the  children 
to  the  subject  of  the  lesson — sometimes  to  a 
single  verse  or  question,  or  to  a  merely  in- 
cidental topic.  While  trying  to  interest  the 
youngest,  by  a  free  use  of  anecdotes,  narratives, 
and  other  illustrations,  he  has  sought  to  prevent 
the  impression  that  they  only  were  addressed, 

by  a  style  adapted  as  well  to  those  more  ad- 
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vanced ;  for  the  school  is  composed  of  all  ages 
from  four  to  twenty.  The  interest  uniformly 
manifested  by  all  these  when  the  addresses  were 
delivered,  has  led  him  to  hope  that  they  were 
calculated  to  do  good  in  a  more  permanent  form. 
Among  the  great  variety  of  Sabbath-school 
books,  he  is  not  aware  of  any  similar  publica- 
tion. Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  it  is  designed 
to  fill  a  niche  heretofore  unoccupied,  he  trusts 
it  will  not  prove  altogether  unacceptable. 
November,  1858. 
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A  SUPERINTENDENT'S  ADDRESSES 


TO    THE 


CHILDREN  OF  HIS  SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


ADDRESS  I. 


THE  GREATEST  EVIL,  OR  WHAT   SIN  HAS   DONE. 

Matt.  vi.  11—18. 

Children,  in  our  lesson  to-day  you  have 
been  asked  the  question,  "  What  is  the  greatest 
evil  in  the  world  ?,:  Let  me  tell  you  some 
thoughts  I  had  about  that  not  long  ago. 

I  was  sitting  in   a   public  place,  where  a 

number  of  men  were  met  together,  with  my 

face  toward  the  door.     Presently  there  came 

in  a  man  who  had  a  cancer  in  his  face.     It 

had  eaten  away  one  side  of  his  jaw,  and  part 

of  his  nose,  and  turned  his  face  so  out  of  shape 

as  to  make   it  unpleasant   to   look   at   him. 

(7) 
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Soon  after  this  man,  one  came  in  who  had  a 
lump  on  his  breast  as  big  as  his  head.  He 
breathed  very  hard.  His  lungs  seemed  to 
heave  with  great  difficulty  the  dreadful  load 
which  rested  on  them.  He  was  a  more 
pitiable  object  even  than  the  first. 

I  now  looked  round  the  room  to  see  what 
others  might  be  there  with  marks  of  disease 
on  them.  Not  far  from  me  sat  a  man  whose 
frequent  cough,  lean  person,  thin,  pale  face, 
and  cheeks  with  red  spots,  plainly  showed  him 
far  gone  in  consumption.  While  looking  for 
others,  I  fell  to  thinking  of  some  I  had  seen 
in  bygone  days,  crippled,  deformed,  and  dis- 
eased ;  of  a  boy  who  had  no  arms,  and  was 
obliged  to  do  with  his  mouth  and  toes  what  we 
do  with  our  hands ;  of  a  young  man  in  the 
country  who  has  no  ears ;  of  the  poor  cripple 
whom  we  see  daily  on  our  streets,  working 
himself  along  on  his  wagon,  unable  to  walk 
since  he  was  a  child.  I  thought  of  persons 
lame  and  blind ;  and  of  some  with  the  head 
sunk  between  the  shoulders,  causing  the  back 
and  breast  to  bulge   out  till  the   body  was 
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twice  the  natural  thickness,  and  the  long 
arms  dangled  down  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  height  of  the  man.  I  thought  of  the 
strong  man  laid  low  by  sickness,  weak  and 
helpless  as  a  little  child;  and  of  the  little 
child,  full  of  life  and  motion,  brought  down 
with  raging  fever,  forced  to  swallow  one  vile 
drug  after  another,  and  turning  its  beseeching 
eyes  to  father,  and  mother,  and  brother,  and 
sister  in  vain  for  help ;  its  pulse  growing 
weaker  and  breath  fainter  every  minute, 
till  at  last  the  light  and  joy  of  the  house 
was  put  out  and  removed  for  ever.  I  thought 
of  many  friends  and  acquaintances  now  dead 
and  buried  out  of  sight ;  and  of  the  various 
diseases  by  which  they  had  been  taken 
away.  Then  my  thoughts  went  over  the  list 
of  diseases  published  in  the  city  papers — • 
consumption,  scrofula,  cancer,  fever,  small- 
pox, apoplexy,  measles,  croup,  dropsy,  and 
scores  of  others,  by  which  multitudes  of  per- 
sons are  weekly  hurried  into  eternity. 

And  now  my  mind  wandered  away  to  the 
city  of  New  York,  where  some  years  ago  I 
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visited  a  place  called  the  "Anatomical  Mu- 
seum," containing  models  of  numbers  of  persons 
afflicted  with  a  great  variety  of  diseases  and 
deformities.  There  I  saw  a  man  with  a  horn 
growing  out  of  his  cheek,  and  an  old  woman 
with  a  large  horn  on  her  forehead.  There 
were  some  with  their  limbs  withered  away  and 
dried  up  to  the  bone ;  some  with  parts  of  the 
body  eaten  off  by  cancer ;  some  with  the  lep- 
rosy and  other  skin  diseases,  covered  all  over 
with  white,  or  black,  or  yellow  spots;  and 
numbers  of  others  that  would  sicken  you  to 
look  at.  It  was  indeed  one  of  the  most  dread- 
ful places  I  ever  was  in.  My  companion  said 
he  felt  sick  and  hastened  out. 

Before  going  to  this  place,  we  had  been  at 
the  Crystal  Palace ;  and  now  my  mind  went 
back  to  that  wonderful  structure,  containing 
the  works  of  men's  hands  from  all  parts  of 
the  world ;  where  I  had  found  so  much  that 
was  beautiful,  and  interesting,  and  useful — 
splendid  paintings  and  statues  that  made  you 
almost  fancy  you  were  looking  at  living  be- 
ings— curious  instruments,  and  machines  which 
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moved  as  if  they  had  within  them  living  souls 
— and  a  thousand  things  to  delight  the  eye, 
and  charm  the  ear,  and  interest  the  mind. 

And  here,  children,  I  began  to  ask  myself 
some  serious  questions.  Let  us  see  how  you 
would  answer  them :  "  Why  is  there  so  much 
beauty  and  perfection  in  the  works  of  man, 
while  man  himself  is  so  imperfect,  so  diseased, 
and  deformed  ?  Why  is  man,  God's  noblest 
work,  less  perfect  than  his  own  works  ?  Why 
is  he  so  different  from  all  the  other  works  of 
God  ?  Behold,  are  not  beauty  and  perfection 
stamped  upon  them  all ;  from  the  tiny  insect  and 
the  blade  of  grass  on  which  it  feeds,  to  the 
lofty  mountain  that  hides  his  head  in  the 
clouds  ;  from  the  glitering  dew-drop,  to  the 
bright  and  burning  sun  that  rolls  in  the  sky  ? 

"  There's  not  a  place  in  earth's  vast  round, 

In  ocean's  deep  or  air, 
Where  skill  and  wisdom  are  not  found  ; 

For  God  is  everywhere. " 

And  was  not  man  too  made  perfect  at  first  ? 
0  yes  ;  the  Bible  tells  us,  God  created  man  in 
his  own  image ;  it  says,  when  he  had  finished 


12  ADDRESSES  TO 

the  work  of  creation,  he  "  saw  every  thing 
that  he  had  made ;  and  behold  it  was  very- 
good. ':  Gen.  i.  31.  But  why  is  not  man 
good  now?  Where  is  God's  image  now? 
How  has  it  been  lost  ?  Why  is  man  so 
changed,  so  fallen  ?  Ah  !  children,  these  are 
questions  which  the  wisest  of  men,  without  the 
Bible,  could  never  answer  ;  but  with  this  holy 
book  every  child  may  do  it.  It  tells  us  man 
disobeyed  God  "  by  eating  of  the  tree  of 
which  he  commanded  him  not  to  eat,"  Gen.  hi., 
and  thus  became  a  sinner,  and  the  prey  of  a 
thousand  evils.  It  tells  us  "  by  one  man  sin 
entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin,  and 
so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have 
sinned.' '     Rom.  v.  12.     Yes,  it  was  sin 

"  Brought  death  into  the  world  and  all  our  wo." 

But,  children,  we  have  only  been  speaking 
of  the  effects  of  sin  upon  the  bodies  of  men. 
Its  work  upon  the  immortal  soul,  how  much 
more  dreadful !  Let  us  now  for  a  moment  go 
back  to  the  place  whence  we  started. 

It  was  a  court  room  I  was  sitting  in,  and  a 
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man  was  on  trial  for  breaking  in  and  robbing 
a  store.  The  clerk  of  the  store  was  called  as 
a  witness.  He  swore  that  early  in  the  evening 
he  locked  the  store,  and  went  to  the  house  of 
the  man  on  trial,  where  he  engaged  in  drink- 
ing liquor  and  playing  cards  with  several 
other  persons ;  and  that,  while  so  engaged,  the 
man  of  the  house  went  out,  and  came  back  in 
about  half  an  hour,  during  which  time  the 
store  was  robbed.  Then  two  of  the  man's 
daughters  were  called  as  witnesses,  to  contra- 
dict the  clerk,  who  swore  that  their  father  did 
not  leave  his  house  at  all  that  evening.  So 
you  see  that  either  the  clerk  or  the  two  girls 
must  have  told  a  lie.  And  thus  we  had  false 
swearing  and  stealing,  drinking  and  gambling, 
all  together  on  a  heap ! 

Such,  children,  is  the  dreadful  work  of  sin 
on  the  soul  of  man,  made  at  first  in  the  image 
of  God !  And  have  you  seen  nothing  of  it  ? 
Ah!  think  a  moment.  Have  you  seen  no 
drunkenness,  no  cursing  and  swearing,  no 
lying,  no  fighting?     Have  you  felt   no   bad 

passions — no    anger,    no    envy,    no    pride? 
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What  made  that  little  girl  come  to  school  with 
pouting  lips  ?  What  made  those  two  little 
brothers  fly  at  each  other  with  red  faces  and 
clenched  fists  ?  What  makes  us  lock  our  trunks 
and  desks,  and  bar  and  bolt  our  doors  when 
we  lie  down  to  sleep  at  night?  One  little  word 
will  answer  for  it  all :  sin !  sin !  sin ! 

u  0  sin,  what  hast  thou  done  to  this  fair  earth  W 

Thou  hast  made  it  an  enemy's  country, 
where  we  are  constantly  in  danger  of  losing 
our  property  and  our  lives.  Thou  hast  filled 
it  with  quarrels,  and  wars,  and  crimes,  which 
have  caused  millions  to  mourn,  and  suffer, 
and  die ! 

But  besides  the  sin  we  see,  how  much  there 
is  in  the  world  which  is  never  made  known ! 
The  minds  of  men  are  always  busy  when 
awake ;  and  how  few  of  their  thoughts,  es- 
pecially those  of  the  unconverted,  are  free 
from  sin !  Ah !  who  is  there,  even  among 
these  children,  that  would  be  willing  to  have 
all  his  thoughts  written  on  these  walls,  for 
every  one  to  read  ?  Yet  God  sees  and  regards 
them  as  much  as  words  and  actions.     "  He 
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will  bring  every  secret  thing  into  judgment, 
whether  it  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evil.' 

Now,  children,  before  I  close,  let  us  see 
what  lessons  we  may  learn  from  this  sub- 
ject : 

1.  We  learn  why  sin  is  the  greatest  evil 
in  the  world.  It  is  so,  because  it  is  the  source 
of  all  other  evils. 

But  there  is  another  reason  which  we  should 
never  forget ;  it  is  the  greatest  evil,  because  it 
is  an  offence  against  God,  the  greatest  and 
holiest  of  all  beings. 

2.  This  leads  us  to  another  thought  I  hope 
you  will  try  always  to  keep  in  mind :  if  every 
sin  is  an  offence  against  God,  there  can  be 
no  small  sins.  How  many  think  there  cannot 
be  much  harm  in  doing  some  things  they  know 
to  be  wrong,  because  they  are  little  things ! 
But  nothing  can  be  small  in  the  sight  of  God 
which  is  a  transgression  of  his  holy  law. 

We  may  add  another  reason :  God's  law  says, 
"The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die.,,  It  is 
not  "the  soul  that  sins  much,  or  that  commits 
a  great  sin;"  but  the  soul  that  sins — the  soul 
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that  commits  any  sin.  And  can  that  be  a 
small  sin  which,  if  not  repented  of,  will  de- 
stroy the  soul  for  ever  ? 

3.  But  the  sins  we  commit  may  not  only 
destroy  our  own  souls,  but  be  the  means  of 
ruining  many  others.  When  Eve  committed 
the  first  sin,  how  little  did  she  think  of  the 
awful  consequences  that  one  act  would  pro- 
duce !  Yet,  that  one  act  has  filled  the  world 
with  sin,  and  suffering,  and  death  !  For  one 
improper  act  towards  his  father,  Ham,  the  son 
of  Noah,  was  cursed,  and  doomed  with  his  pos- 
terity to  be  "a  servant  of  servants.'  And 
how  fearfully  has  that  been  fulfilled  in  the  suf- 
ferings of  his  descendants,  from  age  to  age, 
down  to  our  own  time  !  One  sin  of  ours  may 
cause  thousands  to  sin  and  suffer  long  after 
we  are  dead. 

4.  God  will  surely  punish  sin  wherever 
he  finds  it.  He  punished  it  in  Eve  ;  he  pun- 
ished it  in  Ham ;  he  punished  it  by  the  flood 
in  the  time  of  Noah  ;  he  punished  it  in  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah ;  he  punished  the  sins  of  the 
Jews  by  bringing  on  them  the  Romans,  de- 
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stroying  their  city  and  nation,  and  scattering 
them  over  all  the  earth,  to  be  oppressed 
among  all  people,  even  to  this  day.  And  he 
has  told  us,  as  plainly  as  he  told  the  Jews 
before  they  sinned,  that  he  has  prepared  a 
place  of  punishment  for  all  who  die  in  their 
sins,  where  the  "  smoke  of  their  torment  shall 
go  up  for  ever  and  ever."  Who  then  will  not 
ask,  "  Am  I  in  danger  of  this  dreadful  end  ? 
And  how  may  I  be  saved  from  it  V* 

5.  Dear  children,  we  are  all  sinners,  and 
therefore  all  in  danger.  But,  blessed  be  our 
heavenly  Father,  he  has  provided  a  way  of 
escape,  but  only  one ;  for  there  is  no  other 
name  given  under  heaven,  whereby  we  can  be 
saved.  But  we  have  not  time  to  say  more 
about  this  now.  Let  all  these  children  go 
home  and  ask  their  parents,  what  that  way  of 
escape  is  ;  for  to 

"  Those  who  despise  that  only  way, 
Dreadful  will  be  the  judgment  day." 
2* 
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ADDRESS    II. 

THE  GREATEST  WONDER  ;  OR,  THE  WORD  MADE 

flesh.     (John  i.  1 — 14.) 

What  a  book  of  wonders  is  the  Bible ! 
There  is  no  other  book  in  the  world  which 
contains  half  so  many  wonderful  things.  And 
its  wonders  are  not,  like  those  of  the  Arabian 
Nights  and  many  other  books,  mere  fables, 
but  they  are  all  true  ;  and  they  are  truly  great 
wonders.  But  it  tells  us  of  one  which  is 
greater  than  all  the  rest.  Can  any  of  these 
children  tell  me  what  that  is  ? 

It  tells  us  of  the  manna  which  God  rained 
round  the  camp  of  Israel  every  night ;  of  the 
rock  in  Horeb,  pouring  forth  its  refreshing 
stream  when  smitten  by  the  rod  of  Moses ; 
of  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  whom  the 
earth  swallowed  up ;  of  the  waters  of  Jordan, 
standing  upon  an  heap ;  of  the  wail  of  Jericho, 
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which  fell  down  flat  at  the  blowing  of 
rams'  horns  ;  of  Elijah,  riding  up  to  heaven  in 
a  chariot  of  fire.  Was  it  one  of  these  ?  No ; 
none  of  these  was  the  greatest  wonder. 

Was  it  when  the  Lord  came  down  on  Mount 
Sinai,  amid  thunders  and  lightnings,  and  a  thick 
cloud — when  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  sounded 
so  loud  that  all  the  people  in  the  camp  trem- 
bled, and  the  smoke  went  up  as  the  smoke  of 
a  furnace,  and  the  whole  mount  quaked,  and 
the  Lord  called  Moses  up  to  the  top  of  the 
mount,  and  delivered  to  him  the  ten  command- 
ments, written  by  his  own  finger  on  two  tables 
of  stone  ?  That  was  all  very  wonderful,  but 
it  was  not  the  greatest  wonder. 

Was  it  when  the  waters  of  the  Red  sea  were 
divided,  and  the  children  of  Israel  went  into 
the  midst  of  it  on  dry  ground,  and  the  waters 
were  a  wall  unto  them,  on  their  right  hand,  and 
on  their  left ;  and  the  Egyptians  pursued  them, 
and  were  overthrown  in  the  midst  of  the  sea, 
that  not  so  much  as  one  of  them  remained  ? 
No  ;  wonderful  as  it  was,  that  was  not  the 
greatest  wonder. 
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Was  it  when  the  Lord  rained  fire  and  brim- 
stone out  of  heaven  upon  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah, and  all  the  plain,  and  overthrew  them, 
and  their  smoke  went  up  as  the  smoke  of  a 
great  furnace,  and  they  sank  beneath  the 
earth,  and  left  a  sea  of  water  to  mark  the 
spot  where  they  stood?  No;  neither  was 
that  the  greatest  wonder,  terribly  wonderful 
as  it  was. 

Was  it  the  deluge,  when  Noah  and  his 
family,  and  two  and  two  of  beasts,  and  cattle, 
and  creeping  things,  and  fowls,  and  birds  went 
into  the  ark,  and  the  Lord  shut  them  in — 
when  all  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
broken  up,  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were 
opened,  and  it  rained  on  the  earth  forty  days 
and  forty  nights,  and  the  waters  increased  and 
bare  up  the  ark,  and  all  the  high  hills  were 
covered,  and  all  flesh  was  destroyed,  and  the 
waters  prevailed  upon  the  earth  an  hundred 
and  fifty  days?  That  was  indeed  a  most 
wonderful  display  of  God's  vengeance  upon 
the  guilty  world,  but  it  was  not  the  greatest 
wonder. 
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Was  it  Creation,  then — when  God  made 
the  world  of  nothing — when  he  spake,  and  it 
was  done ;  when  he  commanded,  and  it  stood 
fast — when  he  said,  "  Let  there  be  light/'  and 
there  was  light — when  the  day  and  the  night, 
the  evening  and  the  morning  were  formed — 
when  the  firmament  shone  forth,  with  its  sun  and 
moon  and  myriad  stars — when  the  waters 
were  gathered  together  into  one  place,  and 
the  dry  land  appeared,  and  brought  forth  grass, 
and  herb,  and  tree,  and  fruit,  and  flowers,  and 
every  living  thing — when  man  himself  was  made 
of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  in  the  image  of  God, 
to  be  lord  over  all?  Could  any  thing  be 
more  wonderful  than  all  this  ? 

Yes,  children,  the  Bible  tells  us  of  some- 
thing more  wonderful  even  than  that.  It  is 
that  mentioned  in  our  lesson  to-day — "The 
Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us." 
The  Maker  of  all  things  became  a  man.  That 
is  the  great  wonder  of  the  universe.  It  is 
that  which  made  the  great  Apostle  exclaim, 
"Without  controversy,  great  is  the  mystery 
of  godliness ;  God  was  manifested  in  the  flesh  !" 
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When  Paul  wrote  these  words,  he  was  think- 
ing about  the  greatness  and  the  glory  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Let  us  now  see  what  our  lesson 
says  about  these. 

In  the  first  place,  it  tells  us  "  the  Word  " — 
Christ — "was  in  the  beginning."  When  all 
things  began  to  be,  he  was.  He  was  before 
all  things ;  that  is,  from  eternity.  He  never 
had  a  beginning ;  he  always  was.  Children, 
what  an  amazing  thought  that  is !  Try  to 
conceive  of  such  a  Being.  Ah !  how  soon  the 
mind  is  bewildered  !  "  Who  can  by  searching 
find  out  G-od?,,  How  mysterious  and  how 
wonderful  to  think  of  a  Being  who  never  be- 
gan to  be — who  always  existed  ! 

Next,  we  are  taught  in  our  lesson  "All 
things  were  made  by  him" — this  world  with 
all  its  oceans,  seas,  lakes  and  rivers — its  con- 
tinents and  its  lands,  mountains  and  valleys, 
woods  and  prairies,  deep  caves  and  central 
fires — the  sun,  moon,  and  stars — worlds  a 
million  times  larger  than  our  own,  and  mill- 
ions of  worlds  the  eye  cannot  see,  moving 
through  space  swifter  than  an  arrow  flies,  and 
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yet  all  so  directed  that  they  never  interfere  with 
each  other,  and  lose  not  a  minute  in  a  thou- 
sand years — "all  were  made  by  him,  and 
without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was 
made." 

The  next  thing  our  lesson  teaches  is,  that 
"  in  him  was  life."  Christ  is  the  source  of  all 
life.  From  him,  as  the  great  fountain,  comes 
the  life  of  all  creatures — from  the  huge  mon- 
sters that  move  through  the  sea,  to  the  tiny 
beings  which  dwell  in  a  drop  of  water ;  from 
the  bulky  elephant,  to  the  crowd  of  little 
creatures  which  live  on  a  leaf,  so  small  that 
the  naked  eye  cannot  see  them — all  the 
myriads  of  living  beings  in  air,  earth,  and  sea, 
receive  their  life  from  him,  are  kept  and  fed 
and  cared  for  by  him. 

Again,  we  are  taught  in  our  lesson  that 
Christ  "is  the  true  Light."  He  is  the  author 
of  all  light.  From  him  we  have  received  the 
light  of  our  minds — our  reason,  by  which  we 
know  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong,  what 
is  true  and  what  is  false ;  by  which  we  tell 
the  size  of  the  earth  and  the  distance  of  the 
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stars — our  imagination,  which  can  soar  in  a 
moment  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  the  bottom 
of  the  sea,  to  heaven  and  hell — our  memory, 
which  can  call  up  the  scenes  of  by  gone  years, 
and  cause  us  again  to  live  over  the  events 
through  which  we  have  passed.  From  him  is 
all  that  spiritual  light  which  shines  upon  the 
soul,  causes  it  to  see  the  evil  of  sin,  the  beauty 
of  holiness,  and  the  glory  of  heavenly  things. 
And  all  natural  light  comes  from  him,  for  he 
is  the  Maker  of  the  sun  that  rules  the  day, 
and  of  the  moon  and  stars  that  give  light  by 
night.  It  is  by  him  that  we  are  enabled  to 
see  all  the  variety  and  beauty  and  splendor 
in  the  sky  above  and  on  the  earth  be- 
neath. 

In  short,  children,  there  is  nothing  beautiful, 
or  great,  or  good,  or  glorious  in  the  world  or 
any  creature,  which  has  not  come  from  Jesus 
Christ.  How  beautiful,  and  great,  and  good, 
and  glorious,  then,  must  he  be  !  Well  does 
the  Bible  call  him  "  the  King  of  glory,  and 
the  Lord  of  glory — the  Rose  of  Sharon,  and 
the  Lily  of  the  valleys — the  chiefest  among 
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ten  thousand,  and  altogether  lovely — God  over 
all,  blessed  for  ever  !" 

Who  now  will  not  be  ready  to  exclaim  with 
St.  Paul,  "  Great  is  the  mystery  of  godli- 
ness?' Who  can  see  nothing  wonderful  in 
the  text — "  The  Word  was  made  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us  ?,:  Nothing  wonderful  in  the 
fact  that  he  who  is  God  over  all,  should  come 
into  the  world  in  the  form  of  a  little  helpless 
babe,  and  dwell  in  a  human  body?  that  he 
should  come  to  his  own,  and  not  be  received, 
but  be  rejected  and  despised,  hated  and  per- 
secuted, crucified  and  buried  ?  Nothing  won- 
derful that  he  should  come  thus  to  live  and  suf- 
fer and  die  for  us,  for  sinners,  for  his  enemies  ? 
"  God  commendeth  his  love  toward  us,  in  that 
while  we  were  enemies,  Christ  died  for  us.,: 

Oh  how  blind  are  all  who  see  nothing  won- 
derful in  all  this !  How  wicked  and  how 
hardened  are  all  wTho  will  not  love  Christ ! 
How  great  his  love  which  still  continues  to 
plead  with  them,  and  say,  "  Come  now,  and 
let  us  reason  together  :  though  your  sins  be  as 

scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow  :  though 
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they  be  red  like  crimson,   they   shall  be  as 
wool  !" 

And  now,  dear  children,  what  think  you  of 
Christ  ?  Is  he  not  a  wonderful  and  blessed 
Redeemer,  worthy  of  the  praise  and  love  of 
all  his  creatures  ?  And  will  you  not  now 
all  join  to  sing,  with  the  lips  and  with  the 
heart, 

a  Oh  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing 

My  great  Eedeeraer's  praise  ; 
The  glories  of  my  God  and  King, 

The  triumphs  of  his  grace  ! 

My  gracious  Master  and  my  God, 

Assist  me  to  proclaim, 
And  spread  though  all  the  earth  abroad 

The  honours  of  thy  name. 

Jesus  !  the  name  that  charms  our  fears, 

That  bids  our  sorrow  cease  ; 
'Tis  music  in  the  sinner's  ears  ; 

'Tis  life,  and  health,  and  peace." 
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ADDRESS    III. 

THE    BRIDGE  OF   ARMS,  AND    THE    SERPENT    OP 
BRASS;     OR,    WHAT    IS    IT    TO    BELIEVE    ON 

christ  ?    John  iii.  13 — 21. 

Children,  you  have  all  read  or  heard  the 
words  of  Christ  in  our  lesson — "  He  that  be- 
lieveth  not,  is  condemned  already."  These 
are  very  solemn  words.  What  impression 
have  they  made  on  your  minds  ?  Condemned 
already !  When  a  murderer  is  tried,  found 
guilty  by  the  jury,  and  sentenced  by  the  judge 
to  be  hung,  then  he  is  condemned.  And  that, 
our  Saviour  tells  us,  is  the  condition  of  every 
unbelieving  sinner.  Yes,  every  one  here, 
who  has  not  believed  on  Christ,  is  condemned 
already.  How  vain,  then,  are  the  hopes  of 
all  such  that  at  the  day  of  judgment  they  may 
in  some  way  escape  condemnation !  They 
are  now  under  sentence  of  eternal  death,  and 
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all  to  be  done  at  the  day  of  judgment  is  to 
show  to  an  assembled  world  that  that  sentence 
is  just — that  God  is  doing  them  no  wrong. 

But  is  there  no  way  of  escape  from  this 
dreadful  sentence  ?  Yes,  there  is  a  way. 
Sometimes  when  a  man  is  sentenced  to  be 
hung,  before  the  day  of  execution  comes, 
through  the  intercession  of  friends,  the  Gover- 
nor grants  him  a  pardon,  and  thus  he  escapes. 
Just  so  a  Friend  has  interceded  for  the  con- 
demned sinner.  He  has  obeyed  for  him,  and 
suffered  for  him,  and  prayed  for  him;  and  all 
he  wants  the  sinner  now  to  do  is  to  believe  on 
him.  You  all  know  whom  I  mean :  that  Friend 
is  Jesus  Christ.  Who  would  not  be  anxious, 
then,  to  know  the  true  answer  to  the  question 
which  you  have  been  asked  to-day — "  What  is 
it  to  believe  on  Christ?" 

I  lately  saw  in  a  newspaper  a  small  article 
entitled  "  A  Bridge  of  Arms,"  which  I  think 
affords  a  good  illustration  in  answer  to  this 
question.  It  was  an  account  of  a  woman  in  a 
house  which  was  on  fire.  She  was  asleep  on 
the  third  story,  and  did  not  become  aware  of 
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her  danger  until  the  lower  part  was  all  in 
flames.  To  go  down  stairs  was  impossible. 
What  was  to  be  done  ?  She  could  do  nothing 
but  run  to  the  window  and  scream.  She  was 
noticed  by  those  outside.  Half  a  dozen  of 
strong  and  courageous  men  stood  below  the 
window  and  joined  hands,  making  a  bridge  of 
their  arms ;  then  called  to  the  woman,  telling 
her  how  to  wrap  herself  in  the  bedclothes,  lie 
down,  and  roll  herself  out  of  the  window, 
assuring  her  that  they  would  catch  her  safely 
on  their  arms.  What  else  could  she  do  ? 
She  saw  there  was  no  other  possible  chance 
of  escape.  So  she  did  just  as  she  was  told — 
wrapped  the  clothes  around  her  and  rolled 
out  of  the  window ;  and  was  received  on  the 
bridge  of  arms,  safe  and  unharmed,  to  the 
great  joy  of  all  present ! 

Children,  there  was  faith — faith  which  pro- 
duced action.  Now  let  us  attend  to  several 
things,  and  see  whether  we  may  not  learn 
from  them  what  is  necessary  to  faith  in 
Christ. 

The  woman  saw  her  danger.     It  was  real ; 
3  * 


30  ADDRESSES   TO 

destruction  was  certain  if  she  remained  in  that 
burning  house.  So  must  the  sinner  see  his 
danger,  and  feel  that  he  will  perish  unless  he 
gets  out  of  his  sinful  state. 

The  woman  gave  heed  to  the  call  of  the 
men  below.  So  must  the  sinner  give  heed  to 
the  blessed  invitation  of  Jesus  Christ,  "  Come 
unto  me," 

"  Just  as  thou  art,  without  one  trace 
Of  love,  or  joy,  or  inward  grace, 
Or  meetness  for  the  heavenly  place, 
0  guilty  sinner,  come  I* 

The  woman,  seeing  there  was  no  other  way 
of  escape,  believed  the  men  when  they  said 
they  were  able  to  save  her,  and  would  do  it ; 
and  so  rolling  herself  out  of  the  burning  house, 
she  fell  unharmed  in  their  arms.  So  must  the 
sinner  feel  that  there  is  no  other  way  for 
him  but  Christ,  and  believing  that  he  is  able 
and  willing  to  save  him,  and  letting  go  every 
other  hope  of  help,  cast  himself  into  the  out- 
stretched arms  of  his  power  and  love. 
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"  Just  as  I  am,  without  one  plea, 
But  that  thy  blood  was  shed  for  me, 
And  that  thou  bidd'st  me  come  to  thee, 
0  Lamb  of  God,  I  come  !" 

But  another  illustration  to  teach  us  what 
is  faith  in  Christ,  is  that  referred  to  in  the  les- 
son. It  is  better  than  all  others,  because  it 
is  God's  own.  I  am  sure  all  these  children 
will  be  able  to  understand  it,  if  they  will  give 
proper  attention  to  what  I  am  going  to  say. 

The  Israelites  in  the  wilderness  had  sinned 
against  the  Lord.  To  punish  them  God  sent 
among  them  fiery  serpents.  The  bite  of  these 
serpents  was  very  poisonous.  Many  of  the 
people  were  bitten,  and  numbers  died.  In 
their  distress  they  earnestly  plead  with  Moses 
to  pray  the  Lord  to  remove  the  serpents. 
Moses  prayed  ;  and  God  directed  him  to  make 
a  serpent  of  brass,  and  set  it  on  a  pole  in  the 
midst  of  the  camp,  where  all  could  see  it,  and 
said,  "  Every  one  that  is  bitten,  when  he  look- 
eth  upon  it  shall  live."  Moses  did  as  the 
Lord  commanded ;  and  whoever  was  bitten  by 
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the  fiery  serpents,  and  looked  on  that  serpent 
of  brass,  was  instantly  healed. 

Now,  children,  let  us  see  what  God  intended 
to  teach  us  by  this : 

1.  That  we  are  all  diseased,  like  the  Israel- 
ites, bitten  by  the  serpents.  All  these  chil- 
dren have  been  bitten  by  that  "  Old  Serpent,'5 
the  devil,  and  his  poison  is  flowing  through 
all  their  veins.  He  tempted  our  first  parents 
to  sin,  and  all  have  derived  a  sinful  nature 
from  them,  and  all  children  do  sin  as  soon  as 
they  come  to  know  what  is  right  and  wrong. 
There  is  not  a  child  here  who  is  not  a  sinner. 
Dear  children,  do  you  feel  this  ?  Do  you  feel 
that  you  have  offended  God,  that  you  have 
broken  his  holy  law,  that  law  which  saith, 
"  The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die  ?':  Do  you 
feel  that  you  are  "  condemned  already, ':  and 
that  if  you  should  die  as  you  are,  you  must 
perish  for  ever  ?  And  do  you  feel  that  you 
cannot  help  yourselves,  and  that  there  is  no  help 
for  you  anywhere  but  in  God  ?  So  felt  the 
Israelites,  who  looked  on  that  brazen  serpent, 
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and  so  must  you  feel  if  you  ever  look  to  God 
for  help  and  are  saved. 

2.  But  that  serpent  on  a  pole — what  did  it 
represent  ?  That  was  a  type  of  Jesus  Christ. 
For  the  healing  of  the  Israelites  that  serpent 
was  raised  up.  So,  for  our  salvation,  "has 
the  Son  of  man  been  lifted  up."  "  God  so 
loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  might 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  You 
have  all  been  taught  how  Christ  came  into  the 
world,  was  hated  and  persecuted,  and  how  he 
was  lifted  up  and  crucified  on  the  cross.  Oh 
what  love  that  was  which  caused  God  the 
Father  to  send  his  only  Son  !  And  what  love 
in  that  Son  to  come  and  freely  endure  all  this 
for  sinners  !  How  desperate  must  be  the  state 
of  the  sinner  when  such  a  price  was  necessary 
for  his  ransom  !  But  how  do  we  become  bene- 
fitted by  that  ransom  ? 

3.  Here  now  comes  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, "What  is  it  to  believe  on  Christ?" 
The  Israelites  looked  on  the  serpent,  and  were 
healed.     How  strange  !     How  could  a  look  at 
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an  image  of  the  creature  which  had  bitten 
them,  effect  a  cure  ?  We  know  it  could  not, 
and  that  the  cure  must  have  come  from  God. 
But  why  then  did  he  not  heal  them  without 
raising  the  serpent  at  all  ?  He  meant  to  teach 
them  obedience  and  their  entire  dependence 
on  him.  And  he  meant  to  teach  them  and  us 
what  faith  in  Christ  is,  and  how  we  are  saved 
by  it. 

"  As  the  serpent  raised  by  Moses 
Healed  the  burning  serpent's  bite, 
Jesus  thus  himself  discloses 
To  the  wounded  sinner's  sight" 

As  the  Israelites  looked  on  the  serpent,  so 
we  must  look  on  Christ ;  that  is,  with  the  eye 
of  our  mind.  We  must  think  of  him  as  lifted 
on  the  cross  to  suffer  for  our  sins,  and  to  save 
us,  and  that  he  is  willing  and  able  to  save  us, 
and  that  instantly,  as  God  saved  the  Israelites 
the  moment  they  looked  on  the  serpent.  Do 
you  suppose  there  were  any  among  them  who 
refused  to  look  on  that  serpent  after  they 
were  bitten  ?  Perhaps  there  were  some  who 
thought  a  mere  look  would  be  of  no  use,  un- 
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less  they  took  medicine  or  put  salve  or  some- 
thing else  to  the  wound.  But  were  they 
healed?  No — surely  not.  Those  who  were 
cured  just  took  God  at  his  word:  they  did 
what  he  told  them;  they  looked  and  were 
cured.  So  must  we  take  God  at  his  word  : 
we  must  look  to  Christ,  and  trust  in  him 
alone. 

Children,  perhaps  some  of  you  have  thought 
that  you  must  read  the  Bible,  pray,  repent, 
and  make  yourselves  better  before  you  go  to 
Christ,  or  he  will  not  accept  you.  0  fatal 
delusion !  Instead  of  becoming  better,  you 
are  all  the  time  becoming  worse,  because  un- 
belief is  the  great  sin  for  which  men  are  con- 
demned, and  the  longer  you  refuse  to  believe 
the  greater  it  becomes.  "  He  that  believeth  on 
the  Son  hath  life ;  and  he  that  believeth  not 
the  Son,  hath  not  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him." 

But  is  it  of  no  use,  then,  to  read  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  pray,  and  repent  ?  0  yes — none 
can  ever  do  too  much  of  all  this.  But  our 
first  duty  is  to  look  to  Christ,  and  give  our- 
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selves  to  him.  Children,  until  you  have  faith 
in  him,  you  will  do  nothing  aright.  It  is  only 
he  who  believes  that  prays,  and  reads  the 
Bible,  and  repents,  and  gives  alms,  and  per- 
forms other  duties  aright.  Hear  what  Jesus 
himself  says:  " Abide  in  me  and  I  in  you. 
As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself,  ex- 
cept it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can  ye,  ex- 
cept ye  abide  in  me.  Without  me  ye  can  do 
nothing." 

Dear  children,  have  you  this  faith  in  Christ  ? 
Are  you  thus  united  to  him  as  the  branch  is 
united  to  the  vine  ?  and  do  you  look  to  him 
for  grace  to  help  in  every  duty  ?  If  not,  oh 
then  give  heed  to  his  gracious  invitation, 
"  Whosoever  will,  let  him  come ;,:  and  to  his 
blessed  promise,  "  Him  that  cometh  unto  me 
I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out ;,:  and  resolve  to  go 
to  him  now,  and  just  as  you  are. 

"  Just  as  I  am,  and  waiting  not 
To  rid  my  soul  of  one  dark  blot, 
To  thee,  whose  blood  can  cleanse  each  spot, 
0  Lamb  of  God,  I  come  ! 
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ADDRESS   IV. 

THE  NOBLE  BEREANS  ;   OR,  HOW  TO    HEAR    AND 
STUDY  THE  WORD.      ACTS  Xvii.  1 — 14. 

No  doubt  all  these  children  have  heard  and 
read  about  Victoria,  Queen  of  England, 
whose  kingdom  is  so  vast  that  the  sun  is 
always  shining  on  some  parts  of  it ;  who  rules 
over  millions  of  people,  comprising  Christians 
and  heathens  and  Mahommedans,  of  various 
nations  and  colours  and  languages. 

Now  suppose,  children,  that  this  great 
queen  should  write  to  you  a  letter,  and  appoint 
some  person  to  bring  it  here  and  read  it  to 
you — would  you  not  think  it  great  condescen- 
sion in  her  to  do  so  ?  And  would  you  not 
think,  even  before  you  heard  it,  that  the 
letter  must  contain  something  which  concerned 
you  very  deeply,  when  so  exalted  a  personage 

would  take  the  pains  to  send  it  thousands  of 
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miles  away  to  a  band  of  humble  Sabbath-school 
children  in  this  distant  part  of  the  world  ? 
And  when  the  letter  was  about  to  be  read, 
would  you  not  be  prepared  to  listen  with  the 
deepest  attention  to  every  word,  just  because 
you  knew  where  it  had  come  from?  Yes, 
certainly  you  would. 

And  suppose  in  that  letter  Victoria  would 
tell  you  some  new  and  wonderful  things  about 
some  far-off  country  in  her  empire,  where  the 
sun  ever  shed  his  mildest  beams ;  where  they 
had  no  winters,  no  chilling  cold  nor  scorching 
heat,  no  storms  nor  floods,  but  the  air  was 
always  balmy  and  serene ;  where  the  fields 
and  woods  were  always  fresh  and  green,  the 
flowers  always  bloomed,  and  the  birds  always 
poured  their  sweetest  notes  ;  where  was  every 
kind  of  fruit  pleasant  to  the  sight  and  sweet 
to  the  taste  ;  where  the  people  always  lived 
in  peace,  were  free  from  sickness  and  from 
care,  and  had  all  their  hearts  could  desire. 
With  what  interest  would  you  listen  to  the 
wonderful  news ! 

But  suppose,  further,  that  this  great  queen 


SABBATH   SCHOLARS.  39 

should  offer  to  you  all  the  riches  and  the 
beauties  and  glories  of  this  delightful  king- 
dom, upon  condition,  only,  that  you  would 
observe  its  laws  and  be  grateful  for  her 
kindness.  How  greatly  would  you  be  sur- 
prised, and  how  gladly  would  you  accept  of 
the  gracious  offer ! 

Well  now,  dear  children,  a  greater  One  than 
any  earthly  sovereign  has  written  to  you  a 
letter.  You  know  whom  I  mean,  and  what  that 
letter  is.  And  he  has  sent  persons  to  read 
that  letter  to  you.  You  know  I  mean  these 
teachers,  who  come  here  every  Sabbath  to 
read  and  explain  to  you  God's  holy  word. 
Yes,  children,  the  words  you  have  heard  this  day 
from  this  blessed  book,  are  the  words  of  the 
King  of  kings  and  the  Lord  of  lords.  How 
deeply  then  must  they  concern  your  welfare  ! 
How  infinite  his  condescension  in  deigning  to 
address  you  at  all !  And  with  what  interest 
should  you  listen  to  every  word  he  has  written  ! 

But  what  earthly  king  could  write  to  you 
of  anything  so  wonderful  in  his  kingdom  as 
that  we   have  had  in   our  lesson?     "Paul 
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reasoned  with  them  out  of  the  scriptures, 
opening  and  alleging  that  Christ  must  needs 
have  suffered  and  risen  again  from  the  dead." 
What  could  be  more  strange  and  interesting 
than  to  show,  as  Paul  here  did,  how  Moses 
and  the  prophets  wrote  that  Christ  would  come 
and  suffer  and  die,  and  rise  again  from  the 
dead ;  then  prove  that  all  had  come  to  pass  as 
had  been  foretold  hundreds  of  years  before ; 
and  that  he  of  whom  this  was  written  and 
proved  was  the  Maker  of  the  world,  of  angels, 
and  men  ?  And  what  are  the  riches  and  the 
glories  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  when 
compared  with  the  offer  God  has  made  to 
every  one  of  you  ?  He  has  offered  you  the 
most  costly  gift  in  all  the  universe,  his  own 
dear  Son,  the  brightness  of  his  glory  and  the 
express  image  of  his  person,  and  with  him 
all  things — all  things  needful  here  on  earth, 
and  all  the  bliss  and  glory  of  his  heavenly 
kingdom. 

How  did  the  Bereans  listen  to  this  cheer- 
ing news  ?  "  They  received  the  word  with  all 
readiness  of  mind."     They  listened  with  the 
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greatest  attention,  and  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  know  the  truth.  And  God  calls  them  a 
nolle  people  ;  that  is,  a  candid  people,  ready 
to  learn.  But  they  were  not  satisfied  to  be 
only  hearers  of  the  word.  "  They  searched 
the  Scriptures  daily.,,  They  read  them  with 
deep  attention,  earnestly  desiring  to  under- 
stand them. 

Now,  children,  the  same  word  which  Paul 
preached  to  the  Bereans  is  preached  here  to 
you  every  Sabbath.  Are  you  noble  as  they 
were  ?  Does  God  see  in  you  the  same  candour, 
the  same  earnest  desire  to  know  his  truth  ? 
Do  you  receive  and  study  the  word  as  they 
did  ?  Or  does  the  daily  study  of  the  Bible 
seem  a  task  ?  Oh  what  a  delightful  exercise 
God  could  make  it,  if  you  would  but  earnestly 
pray  for  his  Spirit !  Hear  what  one  of  old 
says :  "  Oh  how  love  I  thy  law  !  it  is  my  medi- 
tation all  the  day.  How  sweet  are  thy  words 
unto  my  taste  !  yea,  sweeter  than  honey  to  my 
mouth.  I  rejoice  at  thy  word  as  one  that 
findeth  great  spoil.     Seven  times  a  day  do  I 

praise  thee,  because  of  thy  righteous  judgments. 
4* 
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Great  peace  have  they  who  love  thy  law." 
And  see  how  the  Lord  can  make  his  word  a 
blessing  even  to  a  little  child. 

An  infidel  was  travelling  through  Wales  on 
foot,  and  being  tired  and  thirsty,  he  stopped 
at  the  door  of  a  cottage,  where  there  was  a 
little  girl  seated  reading,  and  when  he  asked 
if  she  would  give  him  a  little  water, 

"  0  yes,  sir,"  she  said,  "  if  you  will  come  in, 
mother  will  give  you  some  milk  and  water." 

He  went  in  and  got  some  drink,  while  the 
little  girl  again  took  her  seat  at  her  book. 
After  a  short  stay  he  came  out  and  said  to 
her, 

"  Well,  my  little  girl,  are  you  getting  your 
task  ?" 

"  0  no,  sir,"  she  replied,  "  I  am  reading  the 
Bible." 

"  But,"  said  the  man,  "  you  are  getting  your 
task  out  of  the  Bible." 

"  0  no,  sir,  it  is  no  task  to  me  to  read  the 
Bible — it  is  a  pleasure." 

The  infidel  determined  to  examine  the  book 
which  gave  such  pleasure  to  the  little  girl,  and 
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from  that  time  lie  became  one  of  the  foremost  in 
defending  that  holy  book,  which  before  he 
had  laboured  to  destroy. 

Children,  what  more  shall  I  say  to  persuade 
you  to  make  this  blessed  word  your  daily 
study  ?  Most  of  you  desire  to  be  great  scho- 
lars. Then  hear  what  one  of  the  greatest 
scholars  once  wrote  on  the  blank  leaf  of  his 
Bible — "  I  have  regularly  and  attentively 
perused  these  holy  Scriptures,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  volume  contains  more  true  sub- 
limity, more  exquisite  beauty,  more  pure  mo- 
rality, more  important  history,  and  finer 
strains  of  poetry  and  eloquence,  than  can  be 
collected  from  all  other  books,  in  whatever  age 
or  language  they  may  have  been  written.' ' 

Would  you  have  a  companion  that  will  serve 
you  in  trouble  ?  Then  hear  what  the  Shep- 
herd of  Salisbury  Plain  says — "  I  have  led 
but  a  lonely  life,  and  often  have  had  but  little 
to  eat ;  but  my  Bible  has  been  meat,  drink,  and 
company  to  me ;  and  when  want  and  trouble 
had  come  upon  me,  I  don't  know  what  I  should 
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have  done  indeed,  if  I  had  not  had  the  prom- 
ises of  this  book  for  my  stay  and  support." 

Would  you  have  a  friend  in  sickness  ?  Then 
hear  the  answer  a  little  boy  once  got,  who 
asked  the  question,  "  I  should  like  to  know, 
father,  what  is  the  use  of  the  Bible.' '  His 
father  said,  "  I  will  tell  you  another  time, 
John."  A  few  days  after,  the  father  took  his 
son  to  a  house  where  was  a  woman  very  ill  in 
bed.  After  some  conversation  the  father  said 
to  the  woman,  "  My  good  woman,  can  you  tell 
me  what  is  the  use  of  the  Bible  ?"  John  was 
very  eager  to  hear  her  answer.  With  a  stronger 
voice  than  before,  she  said,  "  0  sir,  the  Bible 
has  been  my  comfort  in  my  afflictions. "  "  There, 
John,"  said  his  father,  "now  you  know  one  use 
of  the  Bible ;  it  can  give  us  comfort  when  we 
most  need  it." 

Would  you  have  a  friend  to  console  you  in 
the  hour  of  death  ?  Then  hear  what  it  did  for 
a  little  boy  who  always  carried  his  Bible  with 
him.  He  and  his  father  were  working  together 
in  a  coal  mine.  The  father  had  stepped  aside 
a  short  distance  to  get  a  tool,  when  the  arcb 
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above  them  suddenly  fell  between  him  and  his 
son,  so  that  the  father  supposed  his  child  to  be 
crushed.  He  ran  towards  the  place,  and 
called  his  son,  who  at  length  answered  from 
under  a  mass  of  earth  and  coal.  "  My  son,,! 
cried  the  father,  "  are  you  living  ?,:  "  Yes, 
father,  but  my  legs  are  under  a  rock." 
H  Where  is  your  lamp,  my  son  ?"  "  It  is  still 
burning,  father."  "What  will  you  do,  my 
dear  son  ?"  "lam  reading  my  Bible,  father, 
and  the  Lord  strengthens  me."  These  were 
the  last  words  of  that  child :  he  was  soon 
suffocated. 

Yes,  children,  the  Bible  is  good  for  all  per- 
sons and  all  conditions  ;  it  is  good  for  the 
young  and  for  the  old,  for  the  learned  and  the 
ignorant ;  it  is  good  in  health  and  prosperity,  in 
trouble  and  sickness,  and  in  the  hour  of  death. 
Will  you  not  then  make  it  your  daily  study  ? 
Will  you  not  keep  in  mind  the  example  of  the 
noble  Bereans  ?  And  now  let  us  suppose  that 
those  Bereans  were  scholars  here  in  our  school. 
That  they  might  receive  the  word  with  all 
readiness  of  mind,  and  be  profited  by  the  in- 
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structions  of  their  teachers,  we  may  feel 
quite  sure  that  they  would  do  the  following 
things : 

1.  In  their  daily  searching  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, they  would  not  overlook  that  part  which* 
was  to  be  the  lesson  for  the  next  Sabbath. 
They  would  study  the  lesson  before  coming 
here,  knowing  very  well  that  they  should 
listen  with  more  interest  to  what  their  teach- 
ers might  say,  if  they  knew  something  about 
it  beforehand.  Thus  they  would  also  be 
able  to  call  the  attention  of  the  teacher  to 
such  parts  as  they  could  not  understand, 
and  make  the  lesson  the  more  profitable  not 
only  to  themselves,  but  to  all  the  class. 

2.  Another  thing  they  would  do  before 
coming  here  on  Sabbath  morning,  we  cannot 
doubt,  would  be  to  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
would  help  them  to  receive  the  truth  they 
might  be  taught  here,  and  make  it  a  blessing 
to  their  souls. 

3.  We  may  be  certain,  also,  that  they  would 
always  be  here  in  good  time,  before  the  open- 
ing exercises,  to  join  with  the  rest  in  singing 
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God's  praise,  and  in  prayer  for  his  blessing  on 
the  lesson  of  the  day. 

4.  And  while  here  we  would  not  see  them 
talking  to  others,  nor  looking  carelessly  about 
the  school,  nor  doing  any  thing  to  take  their 
attention  from  the  lesson,  and  prevent  them 
from  receiving  it  with  all  readiness  of  mind. 

Children,  will  you  not  all  now  try  to  bear 
in  mind  these  noble  Bereans,  and  go  and  do 
likewise  ? 
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ADDRESS    V. 

THE  IMPORTUNATE  WIDOW    AND    THE    HUMBLE 
PUBLICAN ;  OR,  HOW  TO  PRAY.      LUKE  xviii. 

1—14. 

Children,  the  two  interesting  parables  we 
have  had  for  our  lesson  to-day,  teach  us  some 
important  things  about  prayer.  Let  us  see 
what  they  are. 

1.  The  first  thing  I  will  mention  is,  that 
to  pray  aright  we  must  feel  our  need  of  hel'p. 

Why  did  the  Widow  go  before  the  Judge 
and  "  pray  and  pray  again,"  "  Avenge  me  of 
mine  adversary  ?':  Because  she  felt  her  need 
of  his  aid.  We  know  not  what  her  trouble  was, 
but  this  we  know :  that  she  was  suffering  under 
some  grievous  burden,  which  caused  her  to  cry 
and  continue  crying  till  she  obtained  help. 

And  the  Publican- — why  did  he  cry  for 
mercy  ?  Because  he  felt  that  he  was  a  poor, 
miserable  sinner. 
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And  as  it  is  a  sense  of  our  need  which  causes 
us  to  seek  for  help,  it  will  cause  us  also  to  look 
for  it  where  it  can  be  found.  Where  did  the 
Widow  go  for  help  ?  To  the  Judge,  from 
whom  alone  her  help  must  come,  if  she  got 
any.  And  where  do  you  go  for  food  when  you 
are  hungry,  but  to  your  parents  ?  Or  where 
do  you  look  for  help  when  you  are  sick,  but  to 
the  doctor  ?  And  to  whom  did  the  Publican 
cry  for  help,  when  he  felt  that  he  was  a 
wretched  sinner  ?  To  Him  alone  who  has 
power  on  earth  to  forgive  sins. 

But  would  the  Widow  have  gone  to  the  un- 
just Judge  for  help  if  she  had  not  been  in- 
jured ?  No.  Would  you  ask  your  parents 
for  bread  if  you  were  not  hungry  ;  or  send  to 
the  doctor  for  medicine  if  you  were  not  sick  ? 
No.  Would  the  Publican  have  cried  to  God 
for  mercy  if  he  had  not  been  distressed  on  ac- 
count of  his  sins  ?  No.  Neither  will  youy 
dear  children,  ever  pray  aright  to  God  till  you 
feel  that  you  are  poor,  helpless  sinners.  I 
have  no  doubt  you  all  say  your  prayers  every 
day ;  ■ 
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1  •'  But  do  you  really  pray  ? 
And  do  the  wishes  of  the  heart 
Suggest  the  words  you  say  V9 

Suppose  you  pray  daily,  "  Lord,  forgive  my 
sins — deliver  me  from  evil/1  but  do  not  feel 
that  you  are  a  sinner,  and  do  not  know  the 
evil  of  your  heart,  will  God  regard  your  prayer  ? 
No — it  is  all  empty  sound. 

lt  'Tis  useless  to  implore, 

Unless  you  feel  your  need, 
Unless  'tis  from  a  sense  of  want 

That  all  your  prayers  proceed. 
You  may  as  well  kneel  down 

And  worship  gods  of  stone, 
As  offer  to  the  living  God 

A  prayer  of  words  alone." 

Volney,  the  atheist,  who  denied  that  there 
was  a  God,  was  in  a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie  at 
one  time.  He  was  very  free  and  hold  in 
talking  against  the  Bible,  and  making  sport 
of  religion.  In  the  course  of  the  voyage  a 
dreadful  storm  arose,  the  vessel  was  disabled, 
and  all  on  board  expected  to  perish.  What 
was  Volney  doing   now  ?     When  he  thought 
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that  all  other  hope  of  being  saved  was  vain, 
he  earnestly  called  for  help  on  that  God  whose 
being  he  had  just  before  denied — "  Oh,  my 
God  !  my  God  ! — what  shall  I  do  ?  what  shall 
I  do  ?" 

Now,  children,  just  like  this  wretched 
atheist,  all  men  will  cry  to  God  for  help, 
when  they  see  their  danger  and  know  that  he 
alone  can  save.  But  every  sinner  is  in  danger 
of  perishing,  not  like  Volney  on  a  lake  of 
water,  but  in  that  lake  which  burns  with  fire 
and  brimstone.  Pray,  then,  first  of  all,  that 
you  may  see  and  feel  your  danger — 

u  0  God !  my  inmost  soul  convert, 
And  deeply  on  my  thoughtless  heart 
Eternal  things  impress !" 

2.  The  second  thing  our  lesson  teaches  is, 
that  to  pray  aright  we  must  be  humbled  on  ac- 
count of  our  sins. 

Dear  children,  as  soon  as  you  shall  come  to 
see  your  sins  against  God  as  David  did  when 
he  exclaimed,  "Against  thee,  thee  only 
have  I  sinned,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  sight !" 
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as  soon  as  you  shall  feel  them  a  burden  too 
great  to  be  borne,  and  your  need  of  God's 
mercy,  as  the  Publican  did,  like  David  and 
the  Publican,  you  too  will  be  humbled.  While 
the  Pharisee  supposed  and  thanked  God  that  he 
was  better  than  other  men,  the  Publican  thought 
himself  worse  than  other  men,  and  "stood 
afar  off,"  as  too  vile  to  mingle  with  the  other 
worshippers.  So  great  appeared  his  sins,  and 
so  deeply  did  he  feel  condemned,  that  he 
could  not  look  up  to  heaven,  God's  holy  dwell- 
ing place.  » 

How  do  you  feel  when  you  go  to  God  in 
prayer  ?  Do  you,  like  the  Pharisee,  feel  satis- 
fied with  yourselves ;  or,  like  the  Publican,  do 
you  feel  unworthy  to  appear  before  that  holy 
Being  against  whom  you  have  so  grievously 
sinned  ?  If  you  had  done  some  bad  act,  and 
knew  that  your  parents,  or  teachers  had  found 
it  out,  you  would  be  ashamed  to  speak  to 
them,  or  look  them  in  the  face.  But  how 
much  more  should  you  feel  ashamed  to 
speak  to  the  great  God  who  knows  all 
things ! 
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Perhaps  you  have  felt,  like  some  children 
I  have  known,  afraid  to  speak  to  ministers, 
because  they  are  holy  men.  How  should  you 
be  humbled,  then,  when  you  pray  to  God,  who 
is  infinitely  holy  !  If  you  were  to  be  brought 
into  the  presence  of  a  king,  or  some  other 
great  personage,  you  would  fear  and  quake. 
How  then  should  you  feel  when  you  bow  down 
in  the  presence  of  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord 
of  lords  !  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  heaven 
is  my  throne,  and  the  earth  is  my  footstool : 
where  is  the  house  that  ye  build  unto  me,  and 
where  is  the  place  of  my  rest  ?  For  all  these 
things  hath  mine  hand  made,  and  all  those 
things  have  been,  saith  the  Lord :  but  to  this 
man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor,  and 
of  a  contrite  spirit,  and  trembleth  at  my 
word." 

3.  In  the  third  place,  we  may  learn  from 
this  lesson  that  to  pray  aright  we  must  have 
faith. 

What    though   the   Widow   had    felt    her 

grievance  ever  so  much,  if  she  had  not  believed 

that   by  her  importunity  she  might  prevail 
5* 
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-with,  the  unjust  Judge,  she  would  not  have 
gone  to  him  for  help.  And  though  the  Pub- 
lican had  felt  ever  so  much  the  weight  of  his  sins, 
if  he  had  not  had  confidence  in  God's  mercy, 
he  would  not  have  gone  to  the  temple  to  pray, 
"  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.'  What 
was  it  that  caused  the  woman  of  Canaan  (re- 
ferred to  in  our  lesson)  to  continue  pleading 
with  Christ  for  her  daughter,  after  she  had 
been  again  and  again  refused  ?  It  was  her  great 
faith.  "  0  woman  !"  said  the  Saviour,  "  great 
is  thy  faith  !  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou 
wilt." 

Thus  you  see,  children,  how  necessary  it  is 
to  have  confidence  in  Him  whose  blessing  we 
seek.  Such  confidence  you  exercise  every 
day  towards  your  earthly  parents,  when  ybu 
ask  them  for  things  which  you  know  they  can 
and  are  willing  to  give  you.  Why  do  you 
ask  them  for  anything  ?  Because  you  believe 
they  will  grant  your  desire.  But  your  Father 
in  heaven  is  more  willing  to  give  you  his  Holy 
Spirit  than  even  your  parents  are  to  give  you 
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the  bread  for  which  you  ask.  A  little  girl 
was  asked, 

"  Why  do  you  pray  to  God  V 

"  Because  I  know  he  hears  me,"  she  said. 

"  But  how  do  you  know  he  hears  you  ?" 

Putting  her  little  hand  to  her  heart,  she 
said,  "I  know  he  does,  because  there  is  some- 
thing here  that  tells  me  so." 

It  was  the  belief  that  God  heard  her  that 
made  her  pray  to  him.  So  must  you  come  to 
him,  if  you  wish  to  have  your  prayers  heard 
and  answered.  "  Without  faith  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  please  God.  But  he  that  cometh  unto 
him  must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the 
rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him." 

4.  Another  thing  our  lesson  teaches  us  as 
necessary  to  pray  aright  is,  to  be  importunate  ; 
that  is,  to  be  earnest  and  urgent,  and  con- 
tinue praying  till  we  obtain  the  blessing  we  de- 
sire. How  beautifully  this  is  explained  in 
the  parable  of  the  Widow  pleading  with  the 
Judge  ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  woman  of  Ca- 
naan pleading  with  the  Saviour  !     They  held 
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on,  and  would  not  give  up,  until  they  obtained 
the  blessing  they  sought.     So  must  we. 

Sometimes  parents,  who  greatly  love  their 
children,  refuse  them  things  which  they  wish 
them  to  have,  just  because  they  do  not  ask  for 
them  in  a  proper  manner.  Children,  some  of 
you  have  asked  for  favours  in  such  a  way 
as  if  you  did  not  care  much  about  them,  or  as 
if  you  had  a  right  to  them,  or  when  in  a  pas- 
sion. Your  parents,  to  make  you  sensible  of 
your  improper  conduct,  denied  your  request, 
till  you  showed  a  better  spirit,  and  they  knew 
you  would  rightly  value  the  favour  when  it  was 
granted.  So  God  often  long  delays  to  an- 
swer those  who  pray  to  him.  It  is  to  make 
them  more  earnest,  more  humble,  and  cause 
them  the  more  to  value  his  blessings  when 
they  do  come. 

5.  And  now,  the  last  thing  I  will  mention 
as  taught  in  our  lesson  is,  our  encouragement  to 
pray. 

The  Publican  went  down  to  his  house  justi- 
fied ;  he  received  the  mercy  he  desired ;  he 
felt  that   his   sins   were   forgiven.     What   a 
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short  prayer  it  was !  Just  seven  words — to 
show  us  that  success  depends  not  on  the  length 
of  our  prayers,  but  on  the  manner  in  which  we 
pray.  He  felt  his  need,  and  he  prayed  in 
humility  and  faith.  But  lest  others  should  be 
discouraged  if  not  answered  as  soon  as  he,  Jesus 
has  told  us  of  the  Widow  prevailing  with  the 
Judge.  And  oh,  what  encouragement  is  here 
to  'pray  and  never  faint  V  If  he  who  feared 
not  God,  nor  regarded  man,  could  be  urged  to 
grant  the  request  of  one  he  despised,  how  much 
more  will  the  merciful  God  answer  the  prayers 
in  which  he  delights  ! 

"  Then  let  us  earnest  be, 

And  never  faint  in  prayer  ; 
He  loves  our  importunity, 
And  makes  our  cause  his  care." 
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ADDRESS    VI. 

GOD  OWNS  EVEKY  THING ;  OR,  WHY  SHOULD  WE 

give  alms  ?    Luke  xi.  37 — 44. 

Children,  can  you  think  of  any  thing 
which  God  has  not  made  ?  I  cannot ;  for  the 
Bible  says,  "  All  things  were  made  by  him,  and 
without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was 
made." 

Can  you  think  of  any  thing  which  does  not 
belong  to  God?  I  cannot;  for  the  Bible 
says,  "  The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  ful- 
ness thereof,  the  world  and  they  that  dwell 
therein.' ' 

Can  you  think  of  any  thing  you  have  which 
has  not  come  from  God  ?  I  cannot ;  for  the 
Bible  says,  "He  giveth  to  all  life,  and  breath, 
and  all  things.' ' 

But  if  God  has  made  you  and  all  things, 
and  owns  all  things,  and  has  given  you  all 
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things  you  have,  he  has  a  right  to  direct  you 
how  to  use  what  you  possess.  Has  he  not  ? 
Yes — he  has  a  right  to  tell  you  for  what 
purpose  he  has  given  you  every  blessing, 
and  when  you  know  his  purpose,  you  ought 
to  obey  him  ?     Ought  you  not  ?     Yes,  surely. 

Let  us  see  then  what  you  have  been  taught 
in  the  lesson  to-day ;  "  But  rather  give  alms  of 
such  things  as  you  have,  and  behold  all  things 
are  clean  unto  you." 

Now,  children,  one  thing  here  is  very  plain : 
that  God  commands  us  to  give  some  portion  of 
our  property  to  the  poor  and  destitute.  And 
therefore  another  thing  is  very  plain,  also, 
that  those  who  suppose  they  have  a  right  to 
do  as  they  please — to  give  or  let  it  alone — 
are  very  much  mistaken.  What  numbers  there 
are  who  seem  to  think  that  they  can  do  with  their 
money  just  what  they  have  a  mind  to :  throw 
it  away  or  hoard  it  up — buy  bread  for  the 
poor  and  Bibles  for  the  ignorant,  or  toys  and 
sweetmeats  for  themselves  !  But  He  to  whom 
belongs  all  they  have,  and  the  right  to  tell 
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them  what  to  do  with  it,  has  said,  "  Give  alms 
of  such  things  as  ye  have." 

Suppose  a  father  would  give  to  one  of  these 
boys  some  delicious  fruit,  and  tell  him  he  must 
share  it  with  his  brothers  and  sisters ;  but  in- 
stead of  obeying  the  command  of  his  father, 
he  should  eat  it  all  himself.  Who  would  say 
the  greedy  fellow  did  right  ?  No  one.  Such 
selfish  and  ungrateful  conduct  would  show 
that  he  had  no  true  love  for  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  or  the  parent  who  had  been  so  kind  to 
him.  Just  so  are  they  selfish  and  ungrateful, 
and  show  they  have  no  true  love  towards  their 
kind  Father  in  heaven,  who  refuse  to  give  alms  of 
such  things  as  they  have  to  their  poor  brethren. 
"  Whoso  hath  this  world's  goods,  and  seeth  his 
brother  have  need,  and  shutteth  up  his  bowels 
of  compassion  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love 
of  God  in  him?" 

That  boy  who  would  disappoint  his  father's 
kindness,  and  greedily  eat  all  he  had  received 
to  share  with  his  brothers  and  sisters — could 
he  feel  happy  ?  No  :  the  very  thought  of  his 
meanness  would  make  him  feel  bad.     Besides, 
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what  could  he  expect  but  the  displeasure  of 
his  father  ?  And  what  can  they  expect  but 
the  displeasure  of  their  heavenly  Father, 
who  disobey  the  command,  "  Give  alms  of  such 
things  as  ye  have  ?"  If  we  keep  all  we  get ; 
if  we  put  aside  the  claims  of  God  and  the  poor, 
and  withhold  from  them  the  portion  which 
they  ought  to  have,  what  right  have  we  to 
think  that  it  will  do  us  any  good  ?  We  have 
none.  We  ought  to  expect  that  it  will  be  a 
curse  rather  than  a  blessing.  We  cannot 
rightfully  use  it,  for  it  does  not  belong  to  us. 
We  cannot  have  our  Father's  blessing  upon 
it ;  we  cannot  be  happy  in  the  use  of  it.  There 
is  no  true  enjoyment  of  any  thing  without  the 
blessing  of  God.  "  There  is  that  withhold- 
eth  more  than  is  meet,  and  it  tendeth  to 
poverty/' 

u  The  body  withers,  and  the  mind, 
If  pent  in  by  a  selfish  rind." 

Now,  children,  it  is  because  God  would  have 
us  be  happy,  and  find  delight  in  using  the 
good  things  he  has  so  richly  provided  for  us, 
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that  he  requires  us  to  share  them  with  others. 
Let  us  see  if  this  cannot  be  made  plain  by 
quoting  again  the  latter  part  of  the  verse  in 
our  lesson  to  which  I  have  referred — "  And 
behold  all  things  are  clean  unto  you."  What 
does  that  mean  ?  If  you  give  alms  of  such 
things  as  you  have — a  due  proportion  of  all 
your  property  to  the  poor  and  the  cause  of 
God — all  the  rest  shall  be  sanctified  to  you. 
That  is,  you  will  have  the  right  and  lawful 
use  of  it ;  you  will  have  God's  blessing  upon 
it ;  you  will  be  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of 
it. 

Thus  you  see  it  is  for  our  own  sakes,  no  less 
than  those  whom  we  benefit,  that  God  wants 
us  to  exercise  charity.  And  see  too  how 
plainly  other  scriptures  teach  the  same  thing : 
"  He  that  water eth,  shall  be  watered  also 
himself.  The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat. 
Give,  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you ;  good 
measure,  pressed  down,  shaken  together,  and 
running  over,  shall  men  give  into  your  bosom. ?: 
And  to  crown  all,  our  blessed.  Saviour  says, 
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"It   is  more  blessed    to   give  than  to  re- 
ceive/ ' 

"  God's  love  hath  in  us  wealth  enheaped  ; 
Only  by  giving  is  it  reaped. 
Give,  give,  be  always  giving, 
Who  gives  not  is  not  living. 
The  more  we  give, 
The  more  we  live." 

Could  not  God  feed  the  poor,  clothe  the 
naked,  and  instruct  the  ignorant  without  our 
aid  ?  0  yes ;  just  as  easily  as  he  fed  Elijah 
by  the  ravens,  or  the  Israelites  in  the  wilder- 
ness with  bread  from  heaven,  or  the  five 
thousand  on  the  shores  of  lake  Gennesaret 
with  five  loaves  and  two  small  fishes — just  as 
easily  as  he  feeds  the  fowls  of  heaven  or  clothes 
the  lilies  of  the  field.  Why  then  does  he  not 
do  it  ?  Because  then  we  should  not  know  what 
he  means  by  saying,  "  It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive ;"  we  should  not  know 
the  pleasure  of  doing  good.  God  wants  us  to 
be  like  himself.  It  is  his  happiness  to  do 
good.  Look  abroad  and  behold  what  a  table 
he  has  spread  for  us  !     What  meats,  and  fruits, 
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and  berries,  and  spices  of  a  hundred  different 
flavours  !  Why  all  this  ?  Would  not  a  few 
simple  dishes  answer  just  as  well  to  keep  us  in 
life  ?  Look  again — at  the  golden  sunset,  the 
painted  clouds,  the  gorgeous  rainbow,  the 
many  tinted  flowers ;  and  listen  to  the  thousand 
various  tones  of  nature's  music.  Why  all  this. 
if  not  to  charm  the  ear,  delight  the  eye,  and 
please  the  taste?  And  who  but  a  Being 
that  delights  in  seeing  his  creatures  happy, 
would  provide  so  many  and  so  varied  means 
of  enjoyment? 

u  Oh  !  surely  God  has  sent  them  here 
To  tell  us  he  is  kiud." 

Children,  do  you  not  see,  then,  that  the 
more  good  we  do  to  others,  the  more  we  shall 
become  like  God — the  more  we  shall  feel  like 
him,  and  be  happy  like  him  ?  For  this  reason, 
too,  he  has  commanded  us  to  give  alms  fre- 
quently. Perhaps  some  of  you  have  thought 
it  too  often  to  take  up  collections  every  Sab- 
bath. But  God  does  not  think  so.  He  says, 
"  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every  one 
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lay  by  him  in  store  as  the  Lord  has  prospered 
him. '  Would  we  think  this  too  often,  or  be  afraid 
of  giving  too  much  if  we  felt  right  ?  0  no — 
rather  would  we  think  we  could  not  give  too 
often  or  enough.  So  felt  the  poor  widow  who 
oast  her  all  into  God's  treasury. 

And  so  felt  a  little  girl  of  whom  I  saw  an 
account  in  the  last  Missionary  paper.  She 
had  a  sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  the 
earnings  of  a  year,  which  she  had  got  for 
doing  errands  for  her  mother,  a  poor  needle 
woman.  The  mother  had  designed  to  take 
the  money  and  buy  earrings  for  a  new-year's 
present  for  her  daughter  ;  but  the  dear  child 
had 

"  Learned  the  luxury  of  doing  good," 

and  told  her  mother  she  would  rather  give  it 

all  to  the  missionary  cause  ! 

So,  too,  felt  the  good  Bishop  Burnet,  when 

one  of  his  neighbours,  being  in  great  distress, 

called  on  him  for  aid.  The  Bishop  asked  him  how 

much  would  be  necessary  to  relieve  him.     The 
6  * 
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man  named  the  sum,  and  the  Bishop  told  his 
servant  to  give  it  to  him. 

"  Sir/'  said  the  servant,  "it  is  all  we  have 
in  the  house." 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  give  it  to  this  poor  man  ; 
you  do  not  know  the  pleasure  there  is  i# 
making  a  man  glad." 

Children,  I  think  I  have  now  made  plain  to 
you  these  three  things,  which  I  hope  you  will 
try  to  keep  in  mind: 

1.  It  is  our  duty  to  give  alms  of  such  things 
as  we  have,  because  God,  who  has  given  us 
every  thing  we  enjoy,  has  commanded  us  to 
do  so. 

2.  God  wants  us  to  be  liberal  for  our  own 
good. 

3.  The  more  kindness  we  do  to  others, 
the  more  we  will  be  like  God,  and  the  greater 
will  be  our  own  happiness. 

But  there  is  one  important  reason  more, 
which  I  trust  none  of  you  will  ever  forget. 
The  sufferings  of  our  fellow  men  are  real ;  their 
need    is   great ;    they    want    our    assistance. 
What  thousands  of  wretched  beings  claim  our 
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aid  !  "  The  poor  we  have  always  with  us ;" 
we  see  them  around  us  every  day.  And  we 
have  heard  of  the  millions  in  heathen  lands, 
who  are  crying  for  help,  and  are  perishing, 
"  because  no  man  gives  unto  them." 

u  Who  bears  not  the  invitation, 

Come  and  help,  from  many  a  land  ? 
Who  would  not  proclaim  salvation, 
Fearless  at  his  Lord's  command  ; 
Making  glad  the  wilderness 
With  his  messages  of  peace  V 
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ADDRESS    VII. 

DORCAS  AND  THE  POOR  WIDOWS  J  OR  HOW  TO 

do  good.    Acts  ix.  32 — 43. 

"  How  may  children  begin  to  do  good  ?"  is 
one  of  the  questions  asked  in  our  lesson  to-day. 
I  suppose  there  is  not  a  child  here  who  could 
not  give  some  true  answer  to  this  question, 
there  are  so  many  ways  of  doing  good ;  and  I 
suppose  many  different  answers  have  been 
given.  It  would  be  quite  interesting  to  have 
them  all  on  a  paper.  I  have  thought  what 
some  of  them  would  be.  Let  us  see  whether  I 
have  guessed  correctly  : 

1.  One  way  in  which  children  may  begin  to 
do  good  is  by  pleasant  looks.  "  That  is  cer- 
tainly a  cheap  way  to  do  good/"  some  may  be 
ready  to  say.  And  so  it  is ;  but  not  the  less 
sure  for  all  that.     The  air,  the  light,  and  the 


SABBATH   SCHOLARS.  69 

water,  are  great  blessings  ;  and  what  is  cheaper 
than  they  ? 

When  laying  plans  to  do  good,  people  are 
very  apt  to  think  about  some  great  thing,  like 
Naaman,  the  Syrian,  (see  2  Kings  v.)  Per- 
haps some  of  these  children  have  made  the 
same  mistake  here  to-day.  Perhaps  you  have 
thought  you  were  too  young,  or  too  poor,  or  too 
ignorant  to  do  any  good.  You  have  been 
thinking  that  when  you  shall  have  grown  up, 
or  become  rich,  or  learned,  then  will  be  the 
time  for  you  to  try  to  do  good  ;  you  will  then 
do  "  some  great  thing.' *  Ah  !  children,  these 
are  vain  thoughts.  You  can  all  do  good  now ; 
and  some  of  you  often  do  evil,  just  because 
you  do  not  think  how  much  good  you  might 
do. 

That  little  boy,  who  was  pouting  at  home 
this  morning,  because  something  happened  he 
did  not  like,  and  even  brought  his  sour  looks 
along  to  school,  surely  did  not  .think  how 
much  happiness  he  might  give  to  his  parents, 
and  brothers,  and  sisters,  and  teacher,  and 
class,  by  putting  on  a  cheerful  face.     To  make 
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others  happy  is  doing  good,  and  pleasant 
looks  can  do  that  just  as  truly  as  costly  pres- 
ents. Even  little  baby  lying  in  the  cradle 
with  his  laughing  face,  can  do  it.  Nay,  even  a 
senseless  little  flower  can  do  it.  Who  has  not  re- 
ceived pleasure  in  looking  at  a  beautiful  flower  ? 

Sometimes  I  think  our  school  is  like  a  flower 
garden.  When  I  come  here  on  Sabbath  morn- 
ing, and  look  over  these  seats,  all  filled  with 
children,  and  behold  their  blooming  cheeks, 
and  sparkling  eyes,  and  happy  faces,  it  seems 
as  if  I  had  come  into  a  charming  garden  filled 
with  many  different  kinds  of  flowers  ;  and  how 
great  is  my  delight !  But  suppose,  instead 
of  pleasant  faces,  I  should  meet  only  sour 
looks,  or  behold  distress  on  every  countenance, 
how  different  would  be  my  feelings  !  It  would 
be  like  going  into  a  flower  garden  after  a 
frosty  morning,  and  see  all  its  beauty  and 
glory  withered  away. 

Let  me  tell  you  something  which  happened 
in  Philadelphia  several  years  ago.  A  gentle- 
man who  constantly  felt  and  looked  kindly, 
going  out  one  morning,  met  a  wretched  look- 
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ing  man,  walking  in  great  haste,  with  a  gun 
in  his  hand.  "  Good  morning,"  said  the  gen- 
tleman with  a  smile.  "Good  morning,"  said 
the  other  and  passed  on.  Presently  the  gen- 
tleman heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  and  the  cry 
of  murder.  It  turned  out  that  the  man  with 
the  gun  was  insane,  and  had  run  out  with  the 
gun  to  kill  the  first  man  he  should  meet,  that 
he  might  be  hanged  himself,  and  thus  get  rid 
of  the  world.  But  he  was  asked  why  he  did 
not  kill  the  first  gentleman.  "  Why,  he  looked 
so  good-natured,"  said  he,  "that  I  thought  I 
would  not  shoot  Mm." 

Who  will  say  there  is  no  power  to  do  good 
in  pleasant  looks?  Who  among  these  chil- 
dren will  not  try  constantly  to  make  others 
happy  when  it  can  be  done  at  so  little  cost  ? 

2.  Another  answer  which  I  suppose  some 
of  the  children  have  given  to  the  question  is, 
that  they  can  do  good  with  kind  words.  Yes, 
kind  words.  Who  has  not  felt  the  power  of 
kind  words  ?  Who  does  not  know  the  differ- 
ence between  kind  and  harsh  words  ? 

Children,  some  of  you  have  heard  of  Miss 


72  ADDRESSES   TO 

Dix,  a  kind  lady  who  visits  prisons  and  alms- 
houses. I  will  tell  what  she  says  about  the 
power  of  kind  words:  Among  hundreds  of 
crazy  people  whom  she  has  met,  she  has  not 
found  one,  however  fierce  and  violent,  that 
could  not  be  calmed  by  scripture  and  prayer, 
uttered  in  low  and  gentle  tones.  In  leav- 
ing a  room  one  time,  she  passed  an  insane 
young  man,  with  whom  she  had  talked  before. 
He  stood  with  hands  clasped,  and  a  counte- 
nance of  the  deepest  reverence.  With  a  smile 
she  said,  "Henry,  are  you  well  to-day ?" 
"  Hush  ! — hush  !"  he  replied,  sinking  his  voice 
to  a  whisper,  and  gazing  earnestly  on  the 
space  around  her,  "  hush  ! — there  are  angels 
with  you  !     They  have  given  you  their  voice.' 

''It  is  a  little  thing  to  speak  a  phrase 
Of  common  comfort,  which  by  daily  use 
Has  almost  lost  its  sense  ;  yet  on  the  ear 
Of  him  who  thought  to  die  unmourned  'twill  fall 
Like  choicest  music." 

There  is  a  great  deal  in  God's  blessed  book 
to  teach  us  the  power  of  kind  words.     Chil- 
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dren,  when  you  go  home  you  might  turn  to 
the  44th  chapter  of  Genesis,  and  read  Judah's 
address  to  Joseph;  and  to  1  Sam.  xxv.,  and 
read  Abigail's  pleading  with  David.  And  see 
how  many  sayings  the  wise  man  has  about 
good  words  in  the  book  of  Proverbs.  Here  is 
a  cluster  of  them,  all  found  in  one  chapter : 

"  A  soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath.  A 
wholesome  tongue  is  a  tree  of  life.  The  lips 
of  the  wise  disperse  knowledge.  A  word  spo- 
ken in  due  season,  how  good  is  it !  The  words 
of  the  pure  are  pleasant  words.' ' 

Children,  let  me  show  yon  how  a  little  girl 
proved  the  truth  of  some  of  these  excellent 
proverbs,  whom  the  Lord  converted  when  she 
was  but  eleven  years  old.  She  felt  very 
happy  and  said,  "  0  mother,  if  all  the  world 
knew  this  !  I  wish  I  could  tell  every  body  ! 
Pray,  mother,  let  me  run  to  some  of  the  neigh- 
bours, and  tell  them  that  they  may  be  happy, 
and  love  my  Saviour  too." 

"  Ah  !  my  dear  child, ':  said  the  .  mother, 
"  that  would  be  needless  ;  for  I  suppose  if  you 
were  to  tell  your  experience,  there  is  not  one 
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in  many  miles  but  would  laugh  at  you,  and  say 
it  was  all  delusion. " 

"  0  mother,''  said  the  child,  "  I  think  they 
would  believe  me.  I  must  go  over  to  the 
shoemaker's  and  tell  him;  he  will  believe 
me." 

She  ran  over  and  found  him  at  work  in  his 
shop.  She  began  by  telling  him  that  he  must 
die,  and  that  he  was  a  sinner ;  and  that  she 
was  a  sinner,  but  that  her  blessed  Saviour  had 
heard  her  mother's  prayers,  and  had  forgiven 
all  her  sins ;  and  that  now  she  was  so  happy, 
she  did  not  know 'how  to  tell  it !  The  shoe- 
maker was  struck ;  his  tears  flowed  down  like 
rain ;  he  threw  aside  his  work,  and  cried  for 
mercy.  That  alarmed  the  neighbourhood, 
and  in  a  few  months  from  that  time  there 
were  above  fifty  people  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge of  Jesus,  and  to  the  experience  of  his 
power  and  grace. 

Who  would  not  pray  for  the  conversion  of 
these  children,  that  they  too  might  go  forth, 
and  prove  the  power  of  kind  words  in  prevail- 
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ing  with  sinners  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come  ? 

3.  The  last  way  to  do  good  which  I  shall 
mention,  is  by  good  actions. 

Y\That  is  a  good  action  ?  Any  deed  which 
is  acceptable  to  God.  Thus,  to  obey  our 
parents  is  doing  good;  for  God  has  com- 
manded it.  I  trust  none  of  these  children 
ever  forget  that.  To  be  obedient  and  diligent 
at  school  is  doing  good ;  for  that  is  also  God's 
will.  To  be  kind  to  playmates  is  doing  good ; 
for  God  says,  "Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to 
another.' ' 

"  The  gentle  child  that  tries  to  please, 
That  hates  to  quarrel,  fret,  and  tease, 
And  would  not  say  an  angry  word  ; 
That  child  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord." 

And,  children,  you  have  been  taught  in  the 
lesson  to-day  how  Dorcas  did  good  by  helping 
the  poor — how  she  worked  and  made  garments 
for  the  poor  widows.  We  too  have  widows,  and 
other  poor  persons,  and  thousands  of  heathen 
who  need  help.  Did  you  ever  inquire  whether 
there  was  any  thing  you  could  do  for  them  ? 
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Did  these  little  girls  ever  think  that  like 
Dorcas  they  might  make  garments  for  the  poor  ? 
Did  these  boys  ever  ask  how  they  might 
spend  their  time  and  money,  and  labour  and 
deny  themselves,  for  the  sake  of  others  ? 

A  poor  blind  girl  brought  to  a  minister 
seven  dollars  for  the  missionary  cause.  He 
objected,  "You  are  a  poor  blind  girl,  and  can- 
not afford  to  give  so  much." 

"I  am  indeed  blind,"  said  she,  "but  can 
afford  to  give  these  seven  dollars  better,  per- 
haps, than  you  suppose." 

"How  so?" 

"I  am  by  trade  a  basketmaker,  and  can 
work  as  well  in  the  dark  as  in  the  light.  Now, 
I  am  sure,  in  the  last  winter  it  must  have  cost 
those  girls  who  have  eyes  more  than  seven 
dollars  for  candles,  to  work  by,  which  I  have 
saved ;  and  therefore  hope  you  will  take  it  for 
the  missionaries."  Who  among  these  children 
could  not  do  as  much  for  those  in  want  as  a 
poor  blind  girl  ? 

Children,  I  have  spoken  of  some  of  the  ways 
of  doing  good.     And  now  there  is  time  enough 
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left  to  mention  just  one  encouragement  to  do 
good,  which  we  have  in  our  lesson  : 

We  are  told  when  Peter  came  to  Joppa, 
"  all  the  widows  stood  by  him  weeping,  and 
showing  the  coats  and  garments  which  Dor- 
cas made,  while  she  was  with  them.'  That 
is  it.  The  good  we  do  shall  live  after  us. 
And  who  would  wish  to  pass  out  of  this  world 
without  leaving  the  memory  of  some  good 
deed  behind  him  ?  Yet,  alas  !  many  are  doing 
it.  They  live  in  the  world  so  that  they  are 
never  missed  when  they  are  taken  out  of  it. 
They  care  for  nobody  but  themselves,  and 
therefore  nobody  feels  their  absence  when 
they  are  gone.  No  weeping  widows  wish 
them  back  ;  no  Peter  prays  that  they  may  be 
restored.  How  different  from  those  who  spend 
their  lives  in  doing  good  !  How  fondly  in  the 
memory  we  treasure  up  their  noble  deeds  ! 
Did  that  minister  ever  forget  the  poor  blind 
basketmaker  ?  or  that  shoemaker  the  little  girl 
who  warned  him  of  his  danger  ?  Oh  no  ! 
"  The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed."  What 
though  no  miracle  be  wrought  to  bring  them 
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back  to  life,  they  are  with  their  blessed  Re- 
deemer, "  which  is  far  better  ;,:  for  there  they 
know  and  feel  what  he  meant  when  he  said, 
"  Whosoever  shall  give  to  drink  one  of  these 
little  ones  a  cup  of  cold  water  only,  in  the 
name  of  a  disciple,  verily,  I  say  unto  you  he 
shall  in  no  wise  lose  his  reward.  Verily,  I 
say  unto  you,  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me." 
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ADDRESS    VIII. 

peter  preaching  to  the  gentiles  ;  or,  what 
do  we  owe  to  the  missionary  cause? 
Acts  x.  24 — 48. 

Children,  we  have  in  our  library  a  little 
book,  called,  "The  Early  Saxons,"  which 
every  one  of  you  should  read.  It  is  the  his- 
tory of  your  ancestors.  It  will  help  you  to 
answer  one  of  the  questions  asked  in  our  les- 
son to-day,  namely :  "  If  the  gospel  had  not 
been  extended  to  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  the 
Jews,  what  might  have  been  our  condition  ?" 
That  book  tells  us  what  some  of  you,  perhaps, 
have  -  never  thought  of,  that  your  ancestors 
were  all  heathens;  no  matter  whether  they 
lived  in  England,  France,  or  Germany,  or 
some  other  country  of  Europe,  for  they  all 
sprung  from  the  Saxon  race ;  and  the  Saxons 
were  heathens.     Yes,  as  much  so  as  the  Chi- 
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nese,  or  the  Hindus,  or  the  Hottentots  are 
now. 

Let  us  see  whether  we  cannot  make  this 
very  plain.  This  was  their  doctrine  about  the 
origin  of  the  world :  They  believed  that  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  were  made  from  the 
body  of  a  great  giant.  The  rocks  were,  his 
bones,  the  rivers  and  the  seas  were  his  blood, 
the  concave  sky  above  was  the  hollow  of  his 
skull,  and  the  clouds  were  made  out  of  his 
brains.  The  giant  himself  was  made  out  of 
the  cold  and  the  heat.  I  need  not  stop  to 
show  you  how  silly  all  this  is,  and  how  different 
from  what  the  Bible  tells  us  about  the  creation 
of  the  world. 

Instead  of  believing,  as  we  do,  in  one  God, 
they  worshipped  a  multitude  of  gods.  The 
frost  and  the  heat,  the  sun,  the  moon,  the 
thunder — all  these  were  deities.  And  like 
other  heathen  nations,  they  had  their  demigods, 
or  deified  heroes.  These  were  Woden  and 
Friga  his  wife. 

But  I  can  show  you  that  we  have  still  among 
us  at  this  day  some  traces  of  that  heathenism 
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from  which  we  sprung.  "Why  do  we  call  this 
day  Sunday  ?  The  name  has  come  from  our 
Saxon  ancestors.  It  was  the  day  on  which 
they  worshipped  the  Sun.  Hence  they  called 
it  Sunnandaeg,  or  Sun's  day.  And  for  the 
same  reason  they  called  Monday  Munnandaeg, 
or  the  Moon's  day.  Wednesday  is  so  called 
because  it  was  Woden's  day,  the  day  of  their 
deified  hero.  Thursday  comes  from  Thunner's 
daeg,  the  day  of  Thor,  their  god  of  thunder. 
Friday  was  Friga's  day,  their  female  deity. 

They  had  another  female  deity,  whose 
name  was  Eoster,  whom  they  worshipped  in 
April ;  and  hence  that  month  they  called 
Eostremonath.  Some  of  you  never  knew  be- 
fore where  the  term  Easter  came  from.  Here 
you  have  it :  it  was  at  that  season  our  Saxon 
ancestors  worshipped  a  goddess  of  that  name. 

Children,  does  not  this  seem  to  bring  us  in 
very  close  connection  with  heathenism,  when 
the  names  of  our  holy-days,  and  of  the  days 
of  the  week,  are  derived  from  the  gods  our  an- 
cestors worshipped  ? 
/You  have  sometimes  shuddered  when  you 
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have  heard  the  accounts  given  by  missionaries 
of  the  horrible  human  sacrifices  practised  by 
some  of  the  heathens  of  the  present  day. 
But  the  practices  of  our  ancestors  were  as 
cruel  and  bloody  as  any  we  now  read  of. 
They  had  set  days  on  which  they  offered  hu- 
man victims.  On  return  from  war,  they  sac- 
rificed one  in  ten  of  the  captives  as  a  thank- 
offering  to  their  gods  for  their  success.  You 
have  seen,  children,  in  some  of  our  books  about 
the  heathen,  a  picture  of  a  huge  wicker  image 
in  the  form  of  a  man,  in  which  numbers  of 
men,  women,  and  children  were  confined  as  in 
a  cage  ;  and  you  have  read  how  it  was  set  on 
fire,  and  how  the  groans  and  shrieks  of  the 
burning  victims  within  were  drowned  by  the 
songs  and  shouts  and  martial  music  of  the 
barbarous  worshippers  without.  Did  you  re- 
member that  the  actors  in  those  horrid  scenes 
were  your  own  ancestors  ?  Ah !  how  wonder- 
fully changed  is  our  condition  from  theirs ! 

If  now  I  ask  the  question,  How  came  this 
change  ?  Where  did  you  get  the  gospel  ?  You 
will   say,   from  your  parents   and  teachers. 
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But  where  did  they  get  it  ?  You  say,  from 
their  parents ;  and  they  from  theirs.  And  so 
you  go  back  from  one  generation  to  another. 
But  by  and  by  you  must  come  to  those  hea- 
then ancestors  of  whom  I  have  been  speaking. 
You  know  the  gospel  did  not  come  from  them. 
How  then  came  we  to  have  this  blessed  Bible, 
these  churches  and  Sabbath-schools,  and  this 
Christian  worship,  instead  of  their  heathen 
temples,  and  bloody  altars,  and  human  sacrifi- 
ces, and  other  cruel  and  disgusting  practices  ? 
Dear  children,  we  owe  it  all  to  the  mission- 
ary cause.  If  God  had  not  sent  good  mission- 
aries to  carry  the  gospel  to  our  heathen 
ancestors,  we  would  be  as  ignorant  and  bar- 
barous as  they.  If  our  forefathers  had  not 
received  the  gospel  before  they  came  over  the 
wide  sea  to  these  once  heathen  shores,  we 
would  be  as  blind  and  degraded  as  the  poor 
Indians  who  roamed  over  these  hills  and 
dwelt  in  these  valleys  before  us. 

But  do  you  ask  from  whom  your  ancestors 
received  the  gospel  ?  Here  is  the  manner  of 
its  introduction  into  England  : 
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At  the  time  I  am  now  speaking  of,  the  Ro- 
mans had  conquered  England,  and  carried  a 
number  of  Saxon  youths  back  with  them  to 
the  city  of  Rome,  and  sold  them  there  in  the 
market  as  slaves.  One  day  a  pious  monk  was 
walking  through  the  city,  when  he  saw  some  of 
these  young  Saxons  exposed  for  sale.  He 
was  struck  with  their  appearance,  inquired 
what  country  they  were  from,  and  learned 
something  of  their  heathen  state.  An  interest 
for  them  was  at  once  awakened  in  his  breast, 
and  he  felt  a  strong  desire  to  preach  the  gospel 
to  their  heathen  countrymen.  He  resolved  to 
go  as  a  missionary  to  England,  and  asked  the 
Pope  for  leave  ;  but  as  he  held  some  important 
office  under  the  Pope,  and  was  a  useful  man  at 
home,  he  could  not  be  spared. 

After  a  while  the  Pope  died,  and  who  should 
become  the  next  Pope,  but  this  same  pious 
monk,  whose  name  was  Gregory?  He  now 
determined  that,  although  he  could  not  go 
himself,  the  gospel  should,  without  further 
delay,  be  carried  to  the  Saxons.  For  this 
purpose  he  selected  a  monk  named  Augus- 
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tine,  and  forty  others,  provided  what  was 
necessary  for  their  journey,  gave  them  their 
instructions,  and  sent  them  on  their  mis- 
sion. 

When  Augustine  and  his  companions  drew 
near  to  England,  they  received  such  startling 
accounts  of  the  heathenism  and  cruelty  of  the 
Saxons  that  their  courage  failed.  Nothing 
but  certain  death  seemed  their  fate  if  they 
entered  the  country.  They  turned  backwards, 
and  wrote  a  letter  to  Pope  Gregory,  telling 
him  of  the  awful  account  they  had  heard,  and 
begging  permission  to  return  home.  But 
Gregory  did  not  grant  their  request.  He 
wrote  them  a  letter,  stating  it  would  be  an  eternal 
shame  for  them  to  turn  back  from  so  glorious 
a  work,  promised  to  give  them  every  aid  and 
protection  in  his  power,  urged  them  to  go  for- 
ward, and  said  if  they  even  died  in  so  noble  a 
cause,  they  were  sure  of  an  eternal  reward  in 
heaven. 

They  did  go  forward,  met  with  better 
success  than  they  had  expected,  and,  after 
many  difficulties   and   trials,  the   gospel   ob- 

8 


86  ADDRESSES   TO 

tained  a  firm  foothold.  England  became  a 
Christian  nation,  and  Englishmen  brought  the 
gospel  with  them  when  they  came  over 
to  settle  this  country.  Who  then  will  say 
that  we  owe  nothing  to  the  missionary 
cause  ? 

Children,  let  me  now  tell  you  something 
which  has  happened  in  our  own  day.  About 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  far  away,  on 
some  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  there  lived 
a  heathen  people,  rude  and  barbarous.  They 
worshipped  idols,  killed  their  aged  parents  and 
their  little  children,  and  offered  human  victims 
in  sacrifice  to  their  bloody  gods.  Some  Chris- 
tian men  and  women  from  our  own  country, 
moved  with  love  for  the  souls  of  those  dark 
idolaters,  went  and  taught  them  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  And  a  wonderful  change  has 
already  been  produced.  Thousands  have  been 
converted  to  God,  heathen  temples  have  been  de- 
molished, Christian  churches  and  school-houses 
have  taken  their  places,  and  the  Sandwich 
Islands  have  become  a  Christian  nation. 

Suppose  now,  that  some  few  hundred  years 
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after  this,  the  descendants  of  the  people  who 
now  live  there,  when  asked  to  aid  in  the  cause 
of  missions,  should  say  they  owed  nothing  to  it 
and  cared  nothing  about  it ;  that  they  had  re- 
ceived the  gospel  from  their  own  parents. 
And  suppose  they  should  be  asked  what  would 
be  their  condition  if  the  American  missionaries 
had  not  taken  the  gospel  to  their  ancestors. 
Do  you  not  think  they  would  be  speechless, 
and  see  that  they  were  acting  a  foolish  and 
wicked  part  ?  Well,  just  so  foolish  and  wicked 
is  it  for  any  among  us  to  say  they  owe  nothing 
to  the  missionary  cause,  and  refuse  to  help  it 
forward.  Such  persons  might  as  well  say  they 
owed  nothing  to  Peter  and  the  other  apostles 
who  laid  down  their  lives  in  preaching  the 
gospel,  not  alone  to  the  Jews,  but  to  the 
Gentiles.  Yea,  as  well  might  they  say  they 
owed  nothing  to  Christ,  the  first  and  greatest 
missionary. 

Children,  as  a  suitable  conclusion  to  what  I 
have  said,  I  will  now  ask  you  to  take  with  you 
these  two  thoughts : 

1.  How  great  are  our  obligations  to  God, 
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that  lie  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  good  men  to 
take  the  gospel  to  our  heathen  ancestors !  Had 
he  not  done  so,  we  should  have  been  born  in  a 
heathen  land,  and,  like  the  millions  of  wretched 
idolaters,  lived  and  died  without  God  and  with- 
out hope. 

2.  In  what  way  can  we  best  show  our  grati- 
tude to  God  for  what  he  has  done  for  us  ?  By 
doing  all  we  can  for  those  who  are  still  in  hea- 
then darkness.  Let  each  one  here  ask  him- 
self and  herself,  whether  it  is  not  their  duty 
to  prepare  for  the  missionary  work,  that 
when  they  grow  up  they  may,  like  Augustine, 
or  the  missionaries  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
carry  the  tidings  of  salvation  to  some  benighted 
heathen  land.  And  let  all  who  cannot  go 
themselves,  think  what  else  they  may  do  to 
help  on  this  blessed  cause.  Like  that  warm- 
hearted Christian,  Gregory,  they  can  urge 
others  to  go,  they  can  help  to  provide  the 
means  for  them  to  go,  and  they  can  pray  to 
the  God  of  missions  to  speed  them  in  their 
glorious  work. 
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ADDRESS    IX. 

PAUL  SEPARATING  HIS  DISCIPLES ;  OR,  THE  DAN- 
GER OF  BAD  COMPANY.     ACTS  xix.  1 — 10. 

Children,  we  are  told  in  this  lesson  that 
Paul  separated  his  disciples  at  Ephesus  from 
those  who  believed  not,  and  spoke  evil  of  the 
doctrines  he  taught.  Why  did  he  do  this  ? 
Let  us  look  for  an  answer  to  this  question  in 
what  he  says  in  another- place.  Speaking  of 
a  wicked  person  in  the  Corinthian  Church, 
whom  he  directed  to  be  put  out,  he  says, 
"Know  ye  not  that  a  little  leaven  leaven eth 
the  whole  lump?" 

All  these  children  have  seen  how  bread  is  set 
to  rise  with  yeast,  or  leaven — how  a  little  lea- 
ven put  into  a  large  mass  of  dough,  will  soon 
cause  the  whole  to  work,  or  ferment.  Just  so, 
Paul  tells  us,  the  example  of  a  wicked  person, 

kept  in  a  church  or  society,  will  spread  its 
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evil  influence  through  the  whole.  One  sinner 
destroyeth  much  good.  In  another  place  he 
states  the  same  truth  in  these  words :  "  Evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners.' 

Could  any  one  of  you  be  at  a  loss  now  to 
answer  the  question,  Why  did  Paul  separate 
his  disciples  from  the  company  of  the  wicked  ? 
Certainly  not.  It  was  that  they  might  not  be 
corrupted  by  their  evil  conversation,  and  drawn 
back  from  following  the  Lord.  The  lesson, 
then,  which  Paul's  conduct  and  instructions 
here  teach  us  is,  the  danger  of  bad  company. 
Paul  acted  just  as  every  good  parent  acts,  who 
wants  to  save  his  children  from  the  evil  exam- 
ple of  the  wicked. 

Yet,  after  all,  how  difficult  it  is  for  parents 
and  teachers  to  make  some  children  believe 
that  there  is  danger  in  the  company  of  wicked 
associates ! 

11  Many  voices  seem  to  say, 
1  Hither,  children — here's  the  way, 
Haste  along,  and  nothing  fear, 
Every  pleasant  thing  is  here.'  " 
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But  let  us  see  whether  I  cannot  convince 
every  one  of  you  that  there  is  great  danger. 
In  one  of  our  little  books  we  have  the  follow- 
ing :      - 

"  A  citizen  of  Baltimore  was  waylaid  and 
robbed  early  in  the  evening  in  a  very  bold 
manner.  The  offenders  were  apprehended, 
tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced.  One  of  them 
was  a  youth,  who  was  for  some  time  connected 
with  a  Sabbath-school  in  that  city.  He  was 
regular  in  his  attendance,  and  great  hopes 
were  entertained  that  he  was  in  the  right 
way. 

"  One  morning  he  was  seen  standing  at  the 
corner  of  a  street,  talking  with  several  young 
men  whom  he  called  friends ;  and  he  talked 
with  them  till  the  opening  services  of  the 
school  were  finished.  His  place  was  in  the 
class,  and  he  knew  it.  He  would  have  been 
safe  there.  By  and  by  he  absented  himself 
half  a  day  now  and  then,  and  afterwards  a 
whole  day,  till  at  last  he  entirely  withdrew.  His 
teacher  pursued  him  with  earnest  invitations  to 
return,  and  with  faithful  warnings  of  his  dan- 
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ger.  But  he  had  joined  himself  to  evil  doers, 
and  his  teacher's  remonstrances  were  not  re- 
garded. 

"  Soon  afterwards  he  joined  a  fire-company — 
a  most  unwise  and  unhappy  step  for  him — and 
the  next  thing  we  hear  of  him  is,  that  he  has 
associated  himself  with  three  other  lads,  and 
committed  the  offence  for  which  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  fifteen  years'  imprisonment  in  the 
Maryland  Penitentiary." 

Thus  you  see,  children,  what  wicked  compan- 
ions did  for  that  young  man.  And  I  have 
just  now  in  my  mind  another  young  man, 
who,  through  their  influence,  had  entered  on 
the  same  fearful  road  to  ruin.  He  went  to 
Sabbath-school,  and  seemed  attentive  to  the  in- 
structions of  his  teacher.  But  for  some  rea- 
son not  known,  he  left  school,  and  some  time 
after  he  went  to  the  West.  There  he  chose  for  his 
companions  a  set  of  men  who  deny  that  the 
Bible  is  the  word  of  God,  and  trample  on  the 
holy  Sabbath.  After  several  months'  absence 
he  returned — an  infidel.  Yes,  his  western 
associates,  in  that  short  space  of  time,  had 
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fully  convinced  him  that  the  Bible  was  a  mere 
story  book ;  and  that  the  lessons  he  had 
learned  at  Sabbath-school  about  the  judgment 
and  future  punishment,  were  only  intended 
to  frighten  ignorant  and  weak-minded  peo- 
ple ! 

So  easily  and  rapidly  one  may  run  the 
downward  course  with  godless  companions  to 
help  him  on  ! 

An  account  given  of  another  Sabbath-scho- 
lar is,  that  he  did  so  well  as  to  be  appointed 
teacher  of  one  of  the  smaller  classes.  About 
this  time  he  went  to  work  in  a  cotton  factory. 
Here  he  met  with  boys  hardened  in  sin.  Through 
their  influence  he  lost  by  degrees  all  his  seri- 
ous impressions,  threw  off  the  fear  of  God, 
began  to  drink  liquor  and  to  commit  petty 
thefts.  Becoming  worse  and  worse,  he,  with 
several  others,  broke  into  houses  ;  till  at  length 
he  was  detected,  tried,  and  condemned  to 
death  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  "  The 
companion  of  fools  shall  be  destroyed.' ' 

Children,  do  you  wish  to  know  how  it  is 
that  bad  company  is  so  dangerous  ?     If  you 
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will  give  me  your  attention  I  will  tell  you  in  a 
few  words. 

Suppose  a  boy  has  been  taught  by  his  pa- 
rents and  teachers  that  it  is  a  great  sin  to  take  the 
name  of  God  in  vain ;  and  suppose  that  boy 
gets  into  the  company  of  bad  children,  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  cursing  and  swearing; 
at  first  he  will  be  greatly  shocked  at  hearing 
an  oath.  But  suppose  now,  that  instead  of  leav- 
ing their  company  at  once,  as  he  should,  he 
stays  with  them,  and  associates  with  them 
again  and  again  ;  at  last  the  unpleasant  feel- 
ings produced  by  their  profane  words  will  wear 
off,  until  he  can  hear  one  oath  after  another 
without  any  concern. 

See  now,  what  a  change  has  already  been 
made  in  that  boy's  mind  and  feelings  !  But 
has  Grod  changed,  or  his  holy  law  ?  Oh  no — 
they  are  just  as  they  were  before.  And  that 
boy,  who  can  now  hear  his  Maker's  name  pro- 
faned without  being  shocked,  is  already  far  on 
the  road  to  ruin.  His  next  step  will  be  to 
curse  and  swear  himself.  It  is  just  so  with 
every  other  sin.     A  great  poet  has  well  ex- 
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pressed  this  downward  course  to  ruin  in  the  fol- 
lowing language : 

u  Vice  is  a  monster  of  so  frightful  mien, 
As  to  be  hated  needs  but  to  be  seen  ; 
But  seen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face, 
We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace." 

Another  reason  why  bad  company  is  dan- 
gerous is,  that  persons  will  commit  sin  when 
they  have  others  to  help  them,  which  they 
would  not  commit  alone.  Sinners  encourage 
each  other  in  wickedness.  Many  a  boy  has  been 
a  bold  and  daring  offender  in  company,  where 
he  could  share  the  blame  with  others,  who 
would  be  a  skulking,  harmless  coward  when 
alone.  Children,  you  have  all  heard  of  mobs, 
when  large  numbers  of  men  assemble  to  effect 
some  end  by  improper  means,  when  they  set 
fire  to  houses,  drag  forth  sick  and  dying  peo- 
ple into  the  streets,  and  leave  them  to  perish 
on  the  naked  earth ;  or  seize  the  objects  of  their 
fury,  ride  them  on  rails,  tar  and  feather  them, 
or  torture  them  to  death.  Look  now  and  see 
who  are  some  of  the  foremost  in  these  out- 
rages.    Men    of   fair    characters,  who   have 
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lived  harmless  lives,  and  been  kind  and  courte- 
ous to  all  their  fellow  men.  But  how  then  has 
the  lamb  been  thus  suddenly  changed  into  a  lion  ? 
The  spirit  of  bad  associates  has  taken  hold  of  him, 
and  led  him  forth  to  the  commission  of  crimes 
from  which  he  would  have  shrunk  if  alone. 

Now,  children,  let  me  mention  three  things 
which  you  ought  to  do,  if  you  would  keep 
clear  of  the  influence  and  example  of  bad 
companions : 

.  1.  You  should  make  it  a  point  to  associate 
with  none  but  those  whose  principles  and  con- 
duct you  know  to  be  good. 

2.  You  should  look  to  God  for  help.  I 
suppose  you  all  repeat  the  Lord's  prayer  every 
day.  But  remember  it  will  be  just  mocking 
God  to  pray,  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,'1 
and  then  go  right  into  the  way  of  temptation ;  and 
that  every  one  does  who  associates  with  bad 
companions. 

3.  You  should  often  read  and  give  earnest 
heed  to  what  the  wise  man  says  about  the 
danger  of  evil  company — "  My  son,  if  sinners 
entice  thee,  consent  thou  not.     My  son,  walk 
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not  thou  in  the  way  with  them ;  refrain  thy 
foot  from  their  path  ;  for  their  feet  run  to  evil, 
and  make  haste  to  shed  blood.  Enter  not 
thou  in  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go  not  in 
the  way  of  evil  men.  Avoid  it,  pass  not  by 
it,  turn  from  it  and  pass  away.  Lest  thou 
mourn  at  the  last  and  say,  How  have  I  hated 
instruction,  and  my  heart  despised  reproof; 
and  have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  my  teachers, 
nor  inclined  mine  ear  to  them  that  instructed 
me  ! 
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ADDRESS    X. 

herod's  death  ;  or,  pride  is  hateful  and 

DANGEROUS.      ACTS  xii.  21 — 25. 

Children,  part  of  our  lesson  to-day  is  about 
Herod's  pride  and  awful  death.  We  are  told 
that,  "  Upon  a  set  day,  Herod,  arrayed  in 
royal  apparel,  sat  upon  his  throne,  and  made 
an  oration  unto  them.  And  the  people  gave 
a  shout,  saying,  It  is  the  voice  of  a  god,  and 
not  of  a  man.  And  immediately  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  smote  him,  because  he  gave  not 
God  the  glory ;  and  he  was  eaten  of  worms, 
and  gave  up  the  ghost." 

How  fearfully  was  here  fulfilled  the  saying 
of  the  Psalmist,  that  "  the  Lord  will  bring 
down  high  looks !" 

Now  let  us  see  what  lessons  we  may  learn 
here  about  pride  : 

1.  And  the   first   I  will   mention   is,  that 
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Herod's  sin  is  a  very  common  one.  It  was 
the  great  sin  of  Satan.  It  was  the  sin  which 
ruined  Eve  and  all  her  posterity.  Pride  dwells 
in  the  heart  of  every  sinner. 

2.  Pride  is  shown  in  many  different  ways. 
Herod  showed  his  in  receiving  the  worship  of 
the  multitude. 

The  devil  showed  his  pride  by  aiming  to 
make  himself  equal  with  the  Most  High,  when 
God 


•li  cast  him  out  from  heaven,  with  all 


His  host  of  rebel  angels." 


o" 


Our  first  parents  showed  their  pride  by  de- 
siring the  forbidden  fruit,  which  they  thought 
would  make  them  wise  as  gods,  knowing  good 
and  evil. 

Nebuchadnezzar  showed  how  "  his  heart 
was  lifted  up,  and  his  mind  hardened  in  pride,' ' 
when  he  walked  in  his  palace,  and  said,  "  Is 
not  this  great  Babylon,  that  I  have  built  for 
the  house  of  the  kingdom  by  the  might  of  my 
power,  and  for  the  honour  of  my  majesty?'  For 
which  he  was  driven  from  men  to  eat  grass  as 
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oxen,  and  his  body  was  wet  with  the  dew  of 
heaven,  till  his  hairs  were  grown  like  eagles' 
feathers,  and  his  nails  like  birds'  claws. 

Hezekiah's  pride  was  that  of  glorying  in 
his  riches,  when  he  showed  to  the  messengers 
of  the  king  of  Babylon  his  silver,  and  gold, 
and  spices,  and  precious  ointment,  and  all  the 
treasures  of  his  house ;  for  which  the  Lord 
declared  that  they  should  all  be  carried  to  Ba- 
bylon. How  many  now-a-days,  like  Hezekiah, 
show  their  pride  by  displaying  their  riches ! 

The  Pharisees  showed  their  pride  by  loving 
the  uppermost  rooms  at  feasts,  and  greetings 
in  the  markets. 

Some  show  their  pride  by  talking  of  their 
rich  and  noble  ancestors.  A  gentleman  once 
rebuked  this  foolish  kind  of  pride  by  saying, 
that  such  persons  always  put  him  in  mind  of 
a  potato,  of  which  the  better  part  was  under 
ground. 

Here  is  the  way  in  which  a  little  boy  once 
showed  his  pride.  He  was  very  pretty,  and 
every  one  who  saw  him  spoke  of  his  beauty. 
One  clay  a  gentleman  called  on  business,  and 
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being  engaged  in  talking  with  the  parents,  did 
not  pay  that  attention  to  the  boy  to  which  he 
was  used.  The  vain  little  fellow  made  many 
efforts  to  get  his  notice,  but  not  succeeding, 
he  at  last  placed  himself  full  in  front  of  the 
gentleman  and  asked,  "Why,  don't  you  see 
how  beautiful  I  am?" 

Some  children  show  their  pride  in  dress; 
and  though  they  would  be  ashamed  to  ask  such 
a  silly  question  as  this  little  boy  with  their 
lips,  yet  do  they  not  often  ask  it  in  their 
hearts  ?  When  I  see  a  little  girl  fond  of 
dress,  with  a  gay  bonnet,  or  gown,  or  pretty 
new  shoes,  and  striving  like  that  little  boy  to 
gain  attention,  I  almost  fancy  I  can  see  her 
lips  moving  to  say,  "  Why,  don't  you  see  how 
beautiful  I  am  ?"  Such  silly  pride  is  very  well 
exposed  in  the  following  verses  of  one  of  our 
hymns : 

u  How  proud  we  are,  how  fond  to  shew 

Our  clothes,  and  call  them  rich  and  new  ; 

When  the  poor  sheep  and  silk- worm  wore 

That  very  clothing  long  before  ! 
9  * 
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"  The  tulip  and  the  butterfly 
Appear  in  gayer  coats  than  I : 
Let  me  be  dressed  fine  as  I  will, 
Flies,  worms,  and  flowers  exceed  me  still." 

One  other,  and  the  last  way  I  shall  men- 
tion, in  which  many  show  their  pride,  is  that 
spoken  of  by  David  when  he  says,  "  The 
wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his  countenance, 
will  not  seek  after  God."  Alas  !  how  many  are 
there  whose  proud  hearts  keep  them  away  from 
the  only  Saviour  !  How  sad  the  thought  that 
even  among  these  children,  who  appear  so 
fair  and  fresh  and  blooming,  there  are  those 
who  have  within  them  wicked  hearts  which 
will  not  be  humbled  before  that  blessed  Being 
who  gives  them  life  and  health  and  all 
things ! 

3.  And  now,  children,  another  thought  I 
wish  to  impress  on  your  minds  is,  that  pride 
is  a  very  hateful  sin.  It  is  hateful  both  to 
men  and  to  God.  Who  could  like  that  little 
fellow,  vain  of  his  beauty,  though  never  so 
beautiful  ?  Who  likes  to  hear  a  person  boasting 
of  his  riches,  or  noble  friends,  or  great  learn- 
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ing  ?  Who  can  love  one  that  is  trying  to  be 
foremost  in  everything,  and  seeking  for  the 
praise  of  men?  Who  admires  a  little  girl 
puffed  up  with  gaudy  clothes,  and  fluttering 
about,  like  a  butterfly  in  the  sun,  to  gain  the 
admiration  of  others  ?     No  one. 

But  if  pride  is  so  hateful  to  men,  how  must 
it  appear  in  the  sight  of  the  Holy  One,  who 
sees  not  as  man  sees — who  looketh  not  on  the 
outward  appearance,  but  looketh  on  the  heart  ? 
Ah  !  we  may  guess  how  it  appears  to  him  when 
we  remember  the  fate  of  Satan,  and  Nebuch- 
adnezzar, and  Herod !  But  we  are  not  left 
to  guess,  when  the  wise  man  tells  us,  "Every 
one  that  is  proud  in  heart  is  an  abomination 
to  the  Lord,"  and  that  "  Pride  goeth  before 
destruction,  and   a  haughty    spirit   before  a 

Mi.'? 

Yes,  children,  pride  is  not  only  a  hateful  but 
a  dangerous  sin,  and  if  you  would  obtain  the 
favour  of  God  and  men,  you  must  repent  of 
and  forsake  it,  and  strive  to  become  like  that 
blessed  Saviour  who  says,  "  Come  and  learn 
of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart. 
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He  was  altogether  lovely,  because,  though 
Lord  of  all,  he  humbled  himself,  so  that 
he  was  fitly  called  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  the 
Lily  of  the  valley. 

Here  I  will  tell  you  something  which  hap- 
pened not  long  ago,  and  which  seems  very  ap- 
propriate in  this  place.  I  was  visiting  some 
friends  at  a  distance  from  town.  While  there, 
my  companion  and  I  went  into  the  garden, 
which  contained,  besides  vegetables,  a  number 
of  trees  and  a  variety  of  beautiful  flowers. 
When  we  got  to  a  certain  part  of  the  garden 
we  smelt  a  very  sweet  odor,  which  we  had  not 
noticed  before,  and  could  not  tell  whence  it 
came.  We  went  from  one  flower  to  another  ; 
but  the  Anemone  said,  "  It  is  not  in  me,"  the 
Pink  said,  "  It  is  not  in  me,,:  and  the  Prim- 
rose said,  "  It  is  not  in  me;"  and  such  was 
the  answer  we  got  from  all  the  flowers. 

Wondering  where  scent  so  delightful  could 
come  from,  we  went  and  asked  the  lady  of  the 
house.  She  told  us  what  it  was,  and  where  to 
find  it ;  then  out  again  we  went  and  soon 
stood  before  it.     And  what  do  you  suppose  it 
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was  ?  It  was  not  the  stately  Dahlia,  arrayed 
in  gorgeous  colours,  that  boldly  met  our  eyes 
the  moment  we  entered.  It  was  not  the 
queenly  Rose,  lifting  up  her  blooming  face  to 
win  the  admiration  of  the  strangers.  It  was 
not  the  ambitious  Honey-suckle,  climbing  up 
on  the  summer-house  to  be  seen  by  every 
body.  No — it  was  none  of  these ;  but  hid 
away  in  the  deep  grass,  in  one  corner  of  the  gar- 
den, we  found  a  delicate,  white  little  flower, 
called  the  Lily  of  the  valley,  which  sent  forth 
a  perfume  more  fragrant  than  that  of  all  the 
other  flowers  in  the  garden  ! 

11  Ah  !  who  loves  not  that  modest  flower, 

Which  blossoms  in  the  humble  shade, 
And  asks  not  for  the  sun's  bright  power 

Its  sweet  perfume  around  to  spread  ? 
So  will  a  cultured,  feeling  mind, 

Oft  trembling  shrink  from  worldly  gaze  ; 
Whilst  flippant  pride,  at  ease  reclined, 

Spreads  all  around  its  transient  rays." 

Children,  would  you  be  a  blessing  to,  and 
beloved  by  all  ?  Then  go  and  learn  a  lesson 
from  the  Lily  of  the  valley. 
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ADDRESS    XI. 


ABOUT    THE    LIBRARY;     OR,    HOW    THE    BOOKS 

SHOULD  BE  USED. 

Children,  I  have  something  to  say  to  you 
about  our  new  books.  They  have  been  got 
with  some  trouble  and  cost.  Your  parents 
gave  the  money,  and  they  gave  it  freely,  be- 
cause they  wished  not  only  to  please,  but  to 
benefit  you.  Your  teachers,  too,  have  been 
at  some  pains  to  get  these  books  for  you. 
They  collected  the  money,  which  is  not  a  very 
pleasant  duty ;  and  they  were  very  careful  to 
select  such  books  as  would  be  most  interesting 
and  useful.  Think  of  this  as  you  go  home  with 
these  pretty  books,  and  it  will  help  you  to  fol- 
low the  advice  which  I  am  going  to  give  you 
about  the  manner  of  using  them. 

1.  And  the  first  thing  I  wish  to  say  is,  that 
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these  books  ought  not  to  be  abused.  Some 
of  the  children  have  done  this.  Many  of  our 
books  have  been  wantonly  scribbled,  blotted, 
soiled,  and  torn.  The  children  who  do  this 
show  plainly  that  they  have  no  just  sense  of 
the  value  of  these  precious  books,  and  no  grati- 
tude toward  those  who  got  them  at  so  much 
cost  and  pains  for  their  pleasure  and  benefit. 
Surely  it  is  a  poor  way  to  requite  the  kindness 
of  parents  and  teachers  ! 

2.  But,  children,  in  the  second  place  I  would 
mention,  that  these  books  have  been  got  for 
the  purpose  of  being  used.  They  ought  to  be 
faithfully  read.  The  more  they  are  used,  if 
used  aright,  the  better.  It  would  be  almost 
as  bad  to  take  them  home  and  not  use  them  at 
all,  as  to  abuse  them.  But  are  not  some  of 
these  children  in  the  habit  of  doing  this  ? 
Some,  perhaps,  take  a  book  merely  to  satisfy 
their  teacher.  Others,  perhaps,  take  one  be- 
cause it  has  a  pretty  cover  or  pictures,  but 
never  think  of  reading  it.  What  though  these 
books  are  filled  with  the  choicest  treasures, 
such  children  will  never  be  the  wiser  or  the 
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better  on  account  of  them.  Suppose  a  friend 
would  give  one  of  these  boys  a  jewel,  and  tell 
him  to  take  good  care  of  it,  as  it  was  very 
valuable.  And  suppose,  after  keeping  it  care- 
fully in  his  pocket  for  some  time,  he  should 
take  it  out  and  look  at  it ;  but  not  seeing  any- 
thing very  attractive  about  it,  and,  tired  of  tak- 
ing care  of  it,  should  fling  it  away.  And  now 
suppose  another  person  should  pick  it  up,  who, 
seeing  its  value,  would  go  and  sell  it  for  a  large 
sum  of  money,  would  not  that  boy  deeply  re- 
gret his  conduct  ?  Would  he  not  feel  as  if  he 
had  acted  a  very  foolish  part  ?  But,  children, 
these  books  contain  treasures  more  precious 
than  all  the  diamonds  in  the  world — treasures 
to  enrich  the  immortal  mind!  How  foolish 
then  are  they  who  will  not  make  good  use  of 
them  !  They  fling  away  that  which  might  en- 
rich the  soul  for  eternity. 

3.  But  now  another  thought.  It  is  not 
enough  merely  to  read  these  books.  To  be 
profited  by  them,  they  must  be  studied  with  at- 
tention. The  Apostle  Paul  speaks  of  some 
persons  who  "  are  ever  learning,  and  never 
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able  to  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth.' : 
What  kind  of  persons  does  he  mean  by  that  ? 

He  means  those  who  are  always  in  search  of 

t/ 

something  new — running  after  new  teachers, 

new  ministers,  new  books,  but  never  giving 

their  attention  long  enough  to  one  to  receive 

any  benefit. 

Is  this  the  case  writh  some  of  the  children 

who  get  these  books  ?     I  am  afraid  it  is.    One 

little  girl  takes  a  book  home  and  sits  down  to 

read,  but  if  it  does  not  happen  to  be  such  a 

one  as  she  expected  it  would  be,  or  if  she  does 

not  at  once  meet  with  something  interesting 

or  exciting,  she  throws  it  aside.     A  boy  thinks 

it  his  duty  to  read  his  book  through,  but  he 

does  it  merely  as  a  task,  and  therefore  the 

sooner  it  is  done  the  better.     So  he  runs  over 

page  after  page,  without  trying  to  get  the 

meaning  of  what  he  reads,  and  when  he  is  done 

he  may,  perhaps,  have  a  faint  impression  about 

the  story,  but  not  a  single  idea  of  the  truth 

the  book  was   designed  to  teach.     Another 

reads  a  paragraph  here  and  there,  skipping 

the  greater  part,  satisfied  if  he  can  tell  his 
10 
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teacher  it  is  about  a  good  little  boy  who  be- 
came a  wise  man,  without  remembering  one 
fact  in  the  boy's  history,  or  the  means  by 
which  he  got  his  wisdom. 

Ah,  ye  careless  readers  !  do  you  eyer  think 
of  the  care  and  pains  that  have  been  taken  to 
prepare  these  books  for  you  ?  That  book  you 
have  now  in  your  hand — who  is  the  writer  of 
it?  Look  at  the  title  page.  Perhaps  his 
name  is  not  there.  No ;  he  did  not  care  to 
be  known.  His  object  was  to  do  good.  Be- 
fore he  sat  down  to  write  it,  we  may  well  ima- 
gine how  anxiously  and  earnestly  he  prayed 
for  God's  Spirit  to  enlighten  and  direct  him, 
that  he  might  be  kept  from  error,  and  write  only 
what  would  prove  interesting  and  useful.  Then 
shutting  himself  out  from  the  pleasures  of  the 
giddy  world,  away  in  the  silence  and  secrecy  of 
his  closet,  how  patiently  did  he  pursue  his  work ! 
— in  the  morning,  perhaps  while  you  were  still 
dozing  away  the  precious  hours,  and  late  at 
night  after  all  the  rest  of  the  world  around 
were  hushed  to  silence  and  to  sleep.  How 
carefully  would  he  revise  and  correct,  strike 
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out,  add  and  alter,  till  scarce  a  line  would  re- 
main as  at  first  written  !  And  when  his  work 
at  last  was  completed,  how  earnestly  would  he 
pray  that  his  labour  might  not  be  in  vain,  that 
his  book  might  go  into  many  hands,  and  be 
greatly  blessed  to  all  who  should  read  it ! 

But  this  is  not  all,  children.  When  the 
book  is  written,  it  must  be  printed  and  pub- 
lished. And  for  this  there  must  be  paper, 
and  ink,  and  type,  and  press,  and  many  things 
besides.  Think  of  the  hands  engaged  in  pre- 
paring all  these  ;  what  a  multitude  of  fingers 
were  busy  in  setting  the  types,  pressing,  fold- 
ing, stitching,  and  binding ! 

And  then,  when  the  books  are  ready  for 
use,  they  are  sent  forth  on  their  mission  of 
light  and  love,  with  the  prayers  of  Christian 
men  engaged  in  publishing  them,  that  wher- 
ever they  go,  in  town  or  country,  in  lordly 
hall  or  humble  cottage,  they  may  become  the 
bread  and  water  of  life  to  tens  of  thousands 
of  youthful  readers. 

Thus,  you  see,  these  books  come  to  us  stamp- 
ed with  the  toil  and  care  of  many  busy  heads 
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and  hands,  and  wrapped  up  in  the  prayers  of 
God's  faithful  people.  Who,  after  thinking 
of  all  this,  can  any  longer  read  them  in  a  pray- 
erless,  careless,  trifling  way  ? 

A  man  who  should  give  one  of  these  chil- 
dren a  large  sum  of  money,  would  be  loaded 
with  thanks,  and  for  ever  kindly  remembered 
for  it.  But  he  who  writes  a  good  book  for 
our  instruction,  does  a  greater  kindness  than 
if  he  had  given  us  thousands  of  dollars.  Gold 
perishes,  but  the  thoughts  put  into  these  books 
are  immortal,  and  live  for  ever.  If  rightly 
used,  and  stored  up  in  our  minds,  they  will  be 
a  rich  treasure  when  all  worldly  goods  shall 
have  passed  away.  Shall  we  not,  then,  be 
grateful  to  such  benefactors  ?  But  how  can 
we  show  our  gratitude  so  well  as  by  making  a 
proper  use  of  the  books  they  have  written  for 
us — as  by  reading  them  with  attention,  trying 
to  understand  what  they  mean  to  teach,  stor- 
ing it  up  in  our  memory,  and  making  a  proper 
use  of  it  ?  If  all  these  children  would  treat  our 
books,  in  this  way,  how  rich  and  how  lasting 
the  blessings  they  wTould  secure ! 
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Children,  to  encourage  you  still  more  to  do 
so,  listen  now  while  I  give  you  some  accounts 
of  the  benefits  produced  by  some  of  these 
books. 

A  minister  gave  a  man  a  copy  of  one  of  the 
books  we  have  in  our  library.  He  read  it 
and  was  converted  to  God.  He  loaned  it  to 
a  young  man,  who  told  him  not  long  after,  on 
his  death  bed,  that  book  had  led  him  to  the 
Saviour.  The  same  book  was  loaned  to  an- 
other young  man,  who  was  persuaded  by  the 
reading  of  it  to  give  himself  to  Christ,  and  he 
became  a  very  useful  Christian.  A  fourth 
time  that  book  was  given  away.  And  a  few 
weeks  afterwards,  the  owner  of  it  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
given  declare,  that  it  gave  him  no  rest  until 
he  had  submitted  his  heart  to  the  Saviour, 
and  now  he  desired  to  become  a  member  of 
the  church.  Four  persons  brought  to  God  by 
one  book  !  Now,  children,  that  same  book  we 
have  had  for  years.     Why  has  it  not  produced 

the  same  blessed  effects  here  ?     I  can  give  no 
10* 
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other  reason  than  that  it  has  not  been  read 
with  the  same  faithfulnesss. 

Here  is  another  account  of  what  was  done 
by  one  of  these  library  books.  A  young  man 
bought  it  and  moved  to  the  West,  where  he 
settled  in  a  very  wicked  place.  He  read  his 
book,  which  led  him  to  seek  for  more  holiness 
himself,  and  strive  to  influence  others  to  turn 
to  God.  He  went  about  talking  to  individuals 
and  in  prayer  meetings  about  the  salvation  of 
the  soul.  A  revival  of  religion  commenced, 
and  more  than  fifty  souls  were  converted  to 
God ;  all  traced  to  the  serious  reading  of 
one  book.  That  book  has  been  in  our  library 
a  long  time.  If  it  had  been  read  here  with 
the  same  prayerful  spirit  as  by  that  young 
man,  have  we  not  reason  to  think  it  would 
have  produced  the  like  blessed  results  ? 

]^n  conclusion,  children,  let  me  remind  you 
that  the  use  of  these  books  is  a  great  privil- 
ege, for  which  you  must  give  account  to  God. 
How  many  have  been  read  by  some  of  you  ? 
Fifty-two  every  year,  and  by  many  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.     And  what  impress  have  they 
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left  on  your  undying  spirits  ?  Are  you  any 
better  to-day  than  when  you  first  began  to 
read?  You  have  read  books  about  Repen- 
tance. Have  you  repented  of  your  sins  ? 
You  have  read  books  about  Faith.  Have  you 
believed  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ?  You  have 
read  books  about  pious  children,  who  loved 
God  and  died  a  happy  death.  Have  you  tried 
to  be  and  do  like  them — to  make  preparation 
for  death  and  the  judgment  ?  Dear  children, 
these  are  solemn  questions.  May  God  by  his 
Spirit  bring  them  home  to  your  consciences  > 
and  if  you  are  convinced  that  you  have  not 
made  as  good  use  of  these  books  as  you  should 
have  done,  may  you  resolve  to  do  better,  and 
pray  that  you  may  be  kept  from  trifling 
any  longer  with  your  precious  privileges  ! 
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ADDRESS   XII. 

THE  RICH  MAN  AND  LAZARUS  ;  OR,  WHAT  SHALL 
BE  HEREAFTER.      LUKE  xvi.  19 — 31. 

Children,  I  read  in  a  late  newspaper  an 
account  of  a  Sabbath-school  Convention  held 
in  Connecticut.  The  writer  says,  before  he 
left  home  to  go  to  the  Convention,  he  went  to 
his  Superintendent,  an  old  gentleman  who 
has  been  engaged  in  the  cause  for  thirty  years, 
to  get  his  opinion  and  advice  as  to  what  ought  to 
be  done  at  the  Convention.  The  old  gentleman 
said,  "  Don't  amuse  the  children — don't  flatter 
them ;  but  train  them." 

What  do  you  think  he  meant  by  that  ?  I 
suppose  he  meant  that  they  should  not  talk  to 
the  children  merely  to  please  them,  nor  so  as 
to  make  them  think  that  they  were  better  than 
the  word  of  God  represents  them.     He  meant 
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that  they  should  try  to  convince  them  that 
they  were  sinners,  and  in  great  danger  of  being 
lost  for  ever — that  they  ought  to  seek  salvation 
immediately,  and  perform  all  their  duties  to 
God  and  their  fellow  creatures. 

You  will,  of  course,  all  agree  with  me  in 
saying  that  was  the  right  kind  of  advice. 
Qhildren  do  not  come  to  Sabbath-school  for 
amusement.  Jesus  Christ  never  spoke  to 
amuse  or  to  flatter  the  old  or  the  young.  He 
spoke  to  instruct,  to  convince,  to  warn,  to  per- 
suade. He  spoke  about  heaven  and  hell,  to 
show  men  their  danger,  and  urge  them  to  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come.  Look  at  the  parable 
we  have  had  for  our  lesson  to-day.  The 
child  who  could  go  through  it  without  se- 
rious thoughts  must  be  already  far  gone  in 
sin. 

Perhaps  you  think  you  would  be  more  apt 
to  give  heed  to  its  solemn  warnings,  if,  like  the 
Jews,  you  heard  Christ  himself  speak  it.  But 
this  is  acting  like  the  rich  man  who,  when  in 
torment,  thought  if  some  other  means  had  been 
used  he  would  have  repented ;  who  thought  if 
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one  from  the  eternal  world  would  go  and  speak 
to  his  brethren  they  would  give  heed.  God 
has  given  us  all  the  means  he  deemed  neces- 
sary to  lead  us  to  repentance.  We  have 
Moses  and  the  Prophets,  Christ  and  the  Apos- 
tles. Those  who  will  not  be  persuaded  by 
these,  would  not  repent  if  they  heard  Christ 
himself  speak.  Multitudes  heard  him  without 
profit.  The  parable  at  the  beginning  of  this 
same  chapter,  we  are  told,  was  heard  by  some 
who  "  derided  him." 

But,  after  all,  I  cannot  think  that  any  one 
here  who  gave  attention  to  this  lesson,  can  be 
without  some  serious  thoughts.  Who  does  not 
at  once  see  the  folly  of  this  rich  man,  as  held 
up  to  us  by  the  Saviour  ?  Let  us  be  careful, 
however,  that  in  condemning  him  we  do  not 
also  condemn  ourselves.  Do  you  remember 
how  king  David  did  this  at  one  time  ?  We 
have  the  account  in  the  12th  chapter  of  the 
second  book  of  Samuel.  He  had  greatly 
sinned,  and  God  sent  Nathan,  the  prophet,  to 
reprove  him.  Nathan  told  him  a  beautiful 
parable  of  a  rich  and  poor  man,  and  a  little 
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ewe  lamb.  When  David  heard  the  unjust 
conduct  of  this  rich  man,  his  anger  was  so 
kindled  against  him  that  he  condemned  him 
at  once.  But  the  prophet  said  unto  him, 
"  Thou  art  the  man;"  and  David  found  that 
he  had  really  passed  judgment  on  himself. 
Now,  children,  if  king  David,  who  was  so  good 
and  so  wise,  could  thus  be  deceived,  how 
should  we  fear  lest  we  pass  judgment  on  our- 
selves when  we  do  not  think  of  it !  Nathan 
spoke  his  parable  to  reprove  David.  Per- 
haps Christ  spoke  this  to  reprove  us.  Let  us 
see : 

What  was  the  sin  of  this  rich  man  ?  Was 
it  the  fact  that  he  was  rich  ?  No.  Many  good 
men  have  been  rich ;  Abraham  was  rich ; 
Lot  was  rich ;  Job  was  rich ;  and  so  were 
many  of  the  holy  men  we  read  of  in  the 
Bible.  There  have  always  been  rich  good 
men  as  well  as  poor  good  men.  The  sin  of 
this  rich  man  was  not  the  mere  fact,  then,  of 
his  being  rich.  What  then  was  it  ?  It  was 
the  abuse  of  his  riches.  He  regarded  them 
as  his  chief  good  ;  he  depended  on  them  for 


120  ADDRESSES   TO 

happiness ;  he  disregarded  the  command  of 
God  which  says,  "  If  riches  increase,  set  not 
your  heart  upon  them  ;"  he  did  not  use  them 
for  God's  glory  and  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
men. 

Well  now,  perhaps,  you  are  ready  to  say, 
"  This  cannot  apply  to  me  :  I  am  poor,  and 
cannot  be  guilty  of  the  rich  man's  sin." 
But,  children,  if  you  have  not  riches,  you  may 
still  set  your  heart  upon  them.  Have  you  not 
wished  for  them  as  the  chief  good  ?  When 
you  have  wanted  something  very  much,  have 
you  not  wished  to  be  rich  that  you  might  get 
it,  and  been  discontented  because  you  were 
not  ?  Then  your  heart  was  set  on  riches  as 
really  as  that  of  the  rich  man  in  the  para- 
ble. 

Some  children  are  very  fond  of  dress. 
They  would  like  to  be  clothed  in  the  purple 
and  the  fine  linen.  Perhaps  some  of  these 
little  girls  have  been  to  the  store  and  have 
seen  the  new  goods — the  pretty  bonnets  and 
shoes  and  gowns  ;  and  have  felt  dissatisfied 
because   they   could   not    get    them.     They 
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wished  to  be  rich,  not  that  they  might  "bene- 
fit others,  but  dress  gaily,  and  go  about  in 
splendor.  Then  they  were  that  rich  man  in 
the  parable. 

Some  people  are  very  fond  of  good  living. 
They  think  there  is  nothing  better  in  the  world 
than  to  eat  and  drink.  Perhaps  you  would 
like  to  be  rich  for  no  other  reason  than  to  get 
all  manner  of  good  things,  and  fare  sumptu- 
ously every  day.  Then  you  are  the  rich  man 
in  the  parable. 

You  have  seen,  perhaps,  that  the  rich  are 
generally  respected,  and  have  influence  and 
authority.  Do  you  wish  to  be  rich  that  you 
might  be  honoured  too,  have  servants  under 
you,  and  lord  it  over  your  fellow-men  ?  If  so, 
then  you  are  that  rich  man  in  the  parable, 
though  you  may  not  have  a  penny  of  your 
own. 

But  the  rich  man  represents  not  only  those 

who  set  their  hearts  on  riches,  but  all  who  think 

more  of  the  things  of  this  life  than  of  that 

which  is  to  come :  who  are  selfish,  bent  on 

their  own  pleasure,  and  care  not  for  the  good 
11 
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of  others.  Yon  are  going  to  school  to  get  an 
education.  Why  do  you  wish  to  be  learned  ? 
You  have  heard  of  some  great  men — orators, 
poets,  philosophers,  or  statesmen — whose  names 
appeared  in  the  papers,  and  were  much  talked 
about.  Do  you  wish  to  be  like  one  of  those? 
Do  you  feel  tickled  with  the  idea  of  having 
your  name  in  every  body's  mouth?  Do 
you  want  to  be  learned,  not  so  much  to  do 
good  to  mankind  as  to  gratify  your  pride  ? 
Then  you  are  the  rich  man  in  the  parable. 

Now,  children,  I  hope  I  have  made  this 
matter  so  plain  that  you  all  understand  who 
is  meant  by  the  rich  man  in  the  parable.  It 
means  every  one  who  has  a  selfish  spirit,  a 
proud  spirit,  a  vain  spirit — who  cares  more 
about  his  own  gratification  in  this  life,  than 
he  does  about  the  good  of  his  fellow  men, 
the  joys  of  heaven,  or  the  torments  of  hell. 

But  who  is  Lazarus?  Suppose  you  hear 
of  some  poor  children,  starving  for  want  of 
bread.  You  might  do  something  for  them,  but 
do  it  not.  You  care  only  about  yourself,  try  to 
live  at  ease,  and  enjoy  the  good  things  of  this 
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life.  Those  children  are  Lazarus  laid  at  your 
gate,  because  you  know  their  need ;  and  you  are 
the  selfish  rich  man  in  the  parable. 

Suppose  you  hear  of  many  in  our  own  land, 
and  millions  in  other  lands,  without  the  gos- 
pel, ignorant,  and  perishing  in  sin.  But  sup- 
pose you  do  not  care,  and  make  no  efforts  for 
their  salvation.  They  are  Lazarus  laid  at 
your  gate,  because  you  are  acquainted  with 
their  wretched  conditions ;  and  you  are  that 
rich  man. 

Now,  children,  having  explained  this  para- 
ble, I  will  mention  several  other  things  we 
should  learn  from  it : 

1.  That  there  is  a  God  who  judgeth  right- 
eously. The  wicked  may  prosper  for  a  while, 
but  in  due  time  they  shall  reap  their  reward. 

2.  That  death  makes  no  change  in  the  char- 
acters of  men.  He  that  is  holy,  will  be  holy 
still ;  he  that  is  filthy,  will  be  filthy  still ; 
he  that  is  unjust,  will  be  unjust  still.  The 
characters  men  form  here  on  earth,  will  be 
those  they  shall  have  in  the  future  world. 

2.  But  how  great  will  be  the  change  in 


124  ADDRESSES   TO 

their  condition !  Here  the  poor  are  despised, 
and  the  rich  and  proud  are  respected  and  hon- 
oured ;  there  the  poor,  if  God's  true  people, 
shall  be  honoured,  exalted,  and  blessed ;  and 
the  rich  and  proud  shall  be  doomed  to  shame 
and  everlasting  contempt.  Here  wealthy  sin- 
ners have  every  thing  to  gratify  their  appetites 
and  passions ;  there  they  will  not  even  have  a 
drop  of  water  to  cool  their  parched  tongues. 
Here  their  friends  and  neighbours  are  ever 
ready  to  minister  to  their  wants ;  there,  like 
the  man  in  the  parable,  they  will  desire  that 
their  friends  may  not  come  into  the  same  place, 
lest  they  should  aggravate  their  torments. 

4.  And  this  state  shall  continue  for  ever. 
If  there  were  even  a  faint  hope  that  it  might 
some  time  come  to  an  end,  it  would  not  be  so 
dreadful.  But  between  heaven  and  hell  there 
is  a  great  gulf  fixed.  Kind  Christian  parents 
and  teachers  and  friends,  who  here  instruct 
and  warn,  shall  never  pass  over  that  awful 
gulf  to  give  comfort  to  those  who  are  shut  up 
in  their  eternal  prison-house  of  despair  ! 

0  children,  would  it  not  be  wise  to  suffer 
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the  loss  of  all  things  here,  if  necessary  to  es- 
cape this  dreadful  end  !  But  all  that  God  re- 
quires is  that  we  believe  in  his  only  Son,  sub- 
mit to  him,  and  serve  him. 

tl  Jesus,  lover  of  my  soul, 

Let  me  to  thy  bosom  fly, 
While  the  billows  near  me  roll, 

While  the  tempest  still  is  high  ! 
Hide  me,  0  my  Saviour,  hide, 

Till  the  storm  of  life  is  past  ; 

Safe  into  the  haven  guide, 

0  receive  my  soul  at  last !" 
11* 
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ADDRESS    XIII. 

THE  TWO  WITNESSES  ;  OR,  NOTHING  SHALL  RE- 
MAIN secret.     Luke  xii.  1 — 10. 

Children,  how  much  sin  would  be  prevented 
if  we  would  always  keep  in  mind  these  words 
in  our  lesson  to-day,  "  There  is  nothing  covered 
that  shall  not  be  revealed ;  neither  hid,  that  shall 
not  be  known.  Whatsoever  ye  have  spoken 
in  darkness  shall  be  heard  in  the  light ; 
and  that  which  ye  have  spoken  in  the  ear  in 
closets,  shall  be  proclaimed  upon  the  house- 
tops !" 

When  sinners  are  about  to  do  what  is  wrong, 
they  choose  the  dark  night,  or  go  by  them- 
selves. If  they  can  be  but  alone,  they  think 
all  shall  be  well.  They  think  if  no  eye  sees 
them,  they  will  be  safe.  How  carefully  they 
will  sometimes  prepare  for  their  dark  deeds  ! 
How  they  will  watch  for  their  best  chance, 
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and  lay  their  plans  in  secret !  And  when 
they  think  the  right  time  has  come,  they 
strike  the  fatal  blow,  or  snatch  the  wished  for 
treasure,  thinking  the  crime  is  all  a  secret. 
But  lo  !  in  a  very  few  hours,  perhaps,  all  is 
known  ;  or  perhaps  they  have  been  caught  in 
the  very  act  of  sinning. 

Those  two  boys  who  broke  into  the  drug- 
store a  short  time  ago,  had  no  idea  that  they 
would  be  in  jail  for  it  before  the  next  evening. 
Thoughts  of  God  were  far  from  their  minds. 
They  thought  if  they  could  but  do  the  act 
when  the  eyes  of  men  were  not  on  them, 
they  would  have  nothing  to  fear.  But  how 
sadly  were  they  mistaken  !  The  night  would 
not  keep  the  dreadful  secret !  That  which 
they  spoke  in  darkness  was  heard  in  the  light ; 
and  that  which  they  spoke  in  the  ear  in  their 
secret  closets,  was  proclaimed  upon  the  house- 
tops in  a  very  few  hours  the  next  day. 

But  sometimes  the  wicked  are  not  so  soon 
found  out.  They  commit  their  crimes  so  se- 
cretly, and  cover  them  up  so  well,  that  nobody 
suspects  them.     Little  children,  even  by  tell- 
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ing  an  artful  lie,  sometimes  when  they  have 
done  wrong,  deceive  their  parents  and  friends, 
and  make  them  believe  they  are  innocent. 
But,  children,  suppose  you  should  be  able 
thus  to  hide  your  sin  from  others,  and  keep 
it  a  secret  from  all  the  world,  covered  up 
in  your  own  breast,  are  you  sure  it  will  be  safe 
there  ?  Is  it  indeed  a  secret  ?  Ah  no  !  There 
are  two  witnesses,  whom  you  cannot  deceive, 
from  whom  you  cannot  hide  yourself  in  the 
darkest  night,  or  in  the  most  secret  cave  of  the 
earth.  Do  you  ask  who  they  are  ?  I  will  tell 
you. 

1.  One  of  these  is  Conscience.  That  is  a 
witness  God  has  placed  right  in  your  own 
breast.  Ah !  who  can  hide  any  thing  from 
conscience  ?  Or  who  can  silence  it  when  it  is 
determined  to  speak  ?  That  is  the  very  thing 
for  which  God  has  put  it  there — to  speak  out 
against  the  breakers  of  his  law.  And  how 
terribly  it  does  speak  some  times  !  This  is 
what  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kilpin,  an  excellent 
minister,  said  about  himself: 

When  seven  years  old,  he  was  left  one  day 
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in  charge  of  his  father's  shop.  A  man  passed 
along  crying,  "  Little  lambs,  all  white  and 
clean,  at  one  penny  each."  Samuel  was  so 
eager  to  get  one,  that  he  took  a  penny  from 
his  father's  drawer  and  bought  it.  His 
mother  asked  him  how  he  came  by  the  money. 
He  told  a  lie  about  it.  The  lamb  was  placed  on 
the  chimney-shelf,  and  was  much  admired  ; 
but  not  by  Samuel.  All  the  pleasure  he 
hoped  from  it,  was  turned  into  sorrow,  for  all 
the  time  conscience  would  sound  in  his  ears 
and  heart,  "  Thou  shalt  not  steal ;  thou  shalt 
not  lie/  Guilt  and  darkness  came  over  his 
mind,  and  in  sore  agony  of  soul  he  went  to  a 
hay-loft  and  there  prayed  and  pleaded  with 
groanings  for  mercy  and  pardon.  He  asked 
God  to  help  him  for  Jesus'  sake,  until  his  sins 
were  forgiven.  Then  he  went  to  his  mother, 
told  her  what  he  had  done,  and  asked  her  for- 
giveness ;  and  burned  the  lamb,  while  she  wept 
over  her  young  penitent. 

Has  any  one  of  these  children  some  such 
dreadful  secret  slumbering  in  his  breast — some 
theft,  or  lie,  or  other  sin,  unknown  to  others  ?  It 
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is  enough  that  conscience  knows  it.  That  can 
make  you  just  as  miserable  as  all  the  world 
could  if  they  knew  it ;  and  who  can  tell  how 
long  it  will  be  till  it  may  so  charge  home  your 
guilt  as  to  force  you  to  confess  the  whole  ? 
Ah !  let  me  assure  you,  there  is  no  peace  and 
no  safety  for  such  a  one  in  any  other  course 
than  that  which  Samuel  Kilpin  took.  "  He 
that  covereth  his  sin  shall  not  prosper,  but 
whoso  confesses  and  forsakes  his  sin,  shall 
find  mercy." 

2.  The  other  witness  I  spoke  of  is  the  great 
God  himself,  whose  eye  never  slumbers  nor 
sleeps,  but  is  in  all  places,  beholding  the  evil 
and  the  good.  He  looks  upon  the  heart. 
How  vain  to  think  of  having  secrets  there  un- 
known to  him ! 

Suppose,  children,  that  the  moment  a  thought 
gets  into  your  mind,  it  would  at  once  appear 
in  blazing  letters  upon  these  walla,  so  that 
these  teachers  and  scholars  could  read  and 
know  what  was  going  on  in  your  heart,  al- 
though you  did  not  speak  a  word.  How  care- 
ful would  you  be  to  have  none  but  right  and 
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pure  and  holy  thoughts  !  How  would  you 
shudder  at  the  very  first  rising  in  your  heart, 
of  anything  base  or  sinful !  But  God  searches 
the  heart,  and  reads  all  that  is  there  just  as 
easily  as  I  could  read  your  thoughts  if  they 
stood  forth  in  flaming  characters  on  these  walls. 
Who  then  will  not  take  care  of  what  he 
thinks  ? 

In  the  city  of  New  York  is  a  place  called 
the  "  Rogues'  Gallery."  It  is  so  called  because 
it  contains  the  portraits  of  bad  men  who  have 
been  arrested  for  crime.  Whenever  a  thief, 
or  housebreaker,  or  pickpocket  is  arrested,  he 
is  compelled  to  sit  till  his  likeness  is  taken, 
which  is  immediately  put  into  the  Rogues' 
Gallery.  Now,  children,  for  what  purpose  do 
you  suppose  this  is  done  ?  I  will  tell  you. 
In  large  cities  they  have  a  number  of  officers, 
called  the  police,  whose  duty  is  to  keep  the  peace 
— to  watch  such  persons  as  are  known  to  be 
disorderly  and  disposed  to  commit  crime — and 
to  search  out  and  arrest  criminals.  Well,  these 
officers  go  to  the  Rogues'  Gallery,  and  look  at 
the  portraits  hung  up  there  ;  and  by  doing  it 
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often  they  at  last  become  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  faces  of  the  criminals,  that  they  can 
tell  them  the  moment  they  see  them  any- 
where in  the  streets.  Now  if  an  officer  meets 
one  of  the  men  whose  portrait  he  has  seen  in 
the  Gallery,  he  at  once  knows  that  he  has  been 
arrested  for  crime  before,  and  therefore  he 
keeps  a  strict  watch  over  him,  and  follows  him 
wherever  he  goes ;  but  in  such  a  way,  of  course, 
as  not  to  be  observed.  If  the  suspected  per- 
son goes  into  a  store,  the  policeman  goes  in 
too.  If  he  goes  into  a  public  reading  room, 
the  policeman  is  sure  to  be  there,  too,  reading 
the  news.  If  he  goes  into  a  church  or  other 
public  meeting,  there  is  the  policeman  on  a 
seat  behind  him.  If  he  goes  into  a  hotel,  and 
puts  his  name  on  the  register,  there  again  is 
the  officer,  reading  the  name  and  learning  the 
number  of  the  room  in  which  he  sleeps.  Thus 
a  constant  watch  is  kept  over  him,  and  the 
moment  he  attempts  to  commit  a  crime  he  is 
taken  by  the  officer. 

Now,  children,  there  is  One  who  knows  us 
better  than  that  policeman  knows  the  crimi- 
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nal,  and  lie  watches  us  more  closely.  He  is 
ever  with  us,  and  there  is  not  an  instant,  night 
or  day,  when  his  all-piercing  eye  is  taken  from 
us.  How  solemn  the  thought !  It  made 
David  exclaim,  "  0  Lord,  thou  hast  searched 
me  and  known  me.  Thou  knowest  my  downsitting 
and  mine  uprising ;  thou  understandest  my 
thought  afar  off.  Thou  compassest  my  path 
and  my  lying  down,  and  art  acquainted  with 
all  my  ways.  For  there  is  not  a  word  in  my 
tongue,  but  lo !  0  Lord,  thou  knowest  it  alto- 
gether. Thou  hast  beset  me  behind  and  before, 
and  laid  thine  hand  upon  me.  Such  knowledge 
is  too  wonderful  for  me ;  it  is  high,  I  cannot 
attain  unto  it.  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy 
Spirit?  Or  whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy 
presence  ?  If  I  ascend  up  into  heaven,  thou 
art  there.  If  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  thou 
art  there.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
sea,  even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and 
thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me.  If  I  say,  surely 
the  darkness  shall  cover  me ;  even  the  night 
shall  be  light  about  me.     Yea,  the  darkness 

12 
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hideth  not  from  thee ;  but  the  night  shineth 
as  the  day;  the  darkness  and  the  light  are 
both  alike  to  thee." 

Many  years  ago  there  lived  in  England  a 
great  man  who  had  a  companion  that  attended 
him  in  his  journeys,  and  was  with  him  a  great 
part  of  his  time.  After  his  death,  this  com- 
panion wrote  the  life  of  his  friend,  in  which  he 
mentioned  almost  every  thing  he  had  ever 
heard  him  say,  or  seen  him  do,  both  good  and 
bad,  wise  and  foolish.  He  told  how  he  looked, 
how  he  dressed,  how  he  walked,  how  he  slept, 
what  he  liked  to  eat  and  drink,  and  who  were 
his  associates — told  of  his  bad  habits,  silly 
practices,  weaknesses,  and  how  he  would  dis- 
pute and  get  into  a  passion.  And  it  is  a  very 
interesting  book.  But  if  that  great  man  had 
known  that  his  friend  was  going  to  write 
such  a  book  about  him  for  the  world  to  read 
after  his  death,  do  you  not  suppose  he  would 
have  been  very  careful  of  his  conduct  ? 

Now,  children,  did  you  ever  think  that 
such  a  book  is  kept  about  every  one  of  you  ? 
God  keeps  a  book  in  which  not  only  all  you 
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say  and  do,  but  all  your  secret  thoughts  and 
purposes  are  written.  Oh,  think  of  it !  You 
have  done  and  said  and  thought  thousands  of 
things,  which  you  have  forgotten ;  but  God 
has  never  forgotten  one — all  are  treasured  up 
in  that  book.  David  says  in  the  Psalm 
from  which  I  have  quoted  above,  "In  thy 
book  all  my  members  were  written;"  the 
Prophet  Daniel  speaks  of  that  book ;  and 
the  Apostle  John  says  in  Revelations,  at  the 
last  great  day,  when  we  and  our  parents,  and 
friends  and  neighbours,  and  all  men,  and  the 
holy  angels,  and  God  himself,  shall  be  gathered 
together,  that  book  will  be  opened,  and  all 
the  world  shall  know  every  foolish  and  wicked 
thing  we  ever  did  or  said  or  thought.  "  There 
is  nothing  covered  that  shall  not  then  be 
revealed ;  neither  hid  that  shall  not  then  be 
known." 

Dear  children,  when  you  think  of  that,  with 
what  earnestness  should  you  not  now  attend 
to  the  solemn  warning  our  blessed  Saviour 
gives  in  the  lesson,  when  he  says,  "Be  not 
afraid  of  them  that  kill  the  body,  and  after 
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that  have  no  more  that  they  can  do ;  but  I 
will  forewarn  you  whom  ye  shall  fear :  Fear 
Him  which,  after  he  hath  killed,  hath  power  to 
cast  into  hell;  yea,  I  say  unto  you,  fear  him !" 
And  remember  that  Saviour  is  the  only  one 
who  can  blot  your  sins  out  of  that  book.  It 
was  for  this  he  shed  his  precious  blood ;  and 
that  blood  alone  is  sufficient.  Oh,  how  ea- 
gerly then  should  you  look  to  him  for  salva- 
tion ! 
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ADDRESS    XIV. 

christ  will  come  again  ;    or,   the  last 
judgment.     Matt.  xxv.  31 — 46. 

Children,  you  have  had  a  very  solemn  sub- 
ject for  your  lesson  to-day.  These  great  and 
awful  truths,  taught  by  our  blessed  Saviour, 
should  fill  your  minds,  and  sink  deep  into 
your  hearts,  and  influence  all  your  conduct. 
The  teachers,  no  doubt,  have  been  faithful  in 
pressing  them  upon  your  attention.  Still,  are 
there  not  here,  perhaps,  some  careless  ones 
who  have  felt  little  or  no  interest  in  what 
they  have  heard?  How  shall  these  be 
reached  ?  If  such  a  lesson  will  not  bring 
them  to  serious  reflection,  what  can  be  said 
that  will  ?  Surely  that  were  hard  to  tell. 
Dear  children,  will  you  not  give  me  your  at- 
tention a  few  moments  longer,  while  I  again 
12* 
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call  up  some  parts  of  the  lesson  you  have  just 
gone  over  ? 

1.  Let  us  turn,  then,  to  the  first  verse  of 
the  lesson.  The  first  thing  to  be  noted  here 
is,  that  we  are  taught  the  Son  of  man  will 
come  again  into  our  world.  You  have  been 
told  who  is  meant  by  the  Son  of  man — the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  You  have  all  read  and 
heard  how  he  came  to  this  world  once  before 
— how  he  lived,  and  died,  and  rose  from  the 
dead.  And  in  that  lesson  we  had  about  his 
ascension,  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  Acts, 
when  he  rode  on  a  bright  cloud  up  into  heaven, 
you  learned  how  two  angels  stood  by  his  dis- 
ciples, who  were  looking  up  after  him,  and 
said  unto  them,  "  Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why 
stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven  ?  This  same 
Jesus  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven, 
shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen 
him  go  into  heaven."  Yes,  children,  the  Lord 
Jesus  will  come  a  second  time  to  visit  our  world. 

2.  But  how  will  he  come  ?  The  lesson  says, 
"  he  will  come  in  his  glory.'  He  will  not 
come  as  he  came  the  first  time.     Then  he 
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came  as  a  helpless  babe,  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  and  laid  in  a  manger.  Then,  when 
yet  a  child,  he  had  to  flee  for  his  life  into 
Egypt ;  was  exposed  to  the  envy  and  scorn  of 
wicked  men  ;  became  a  man  of  sorrows  and 
acquainted  with  grief;  suffered  hunger  and 
weariness,  smiting  and  scourging,  crucifixion 
and  death. 

Oh,  no  !  he  will  not  come  as  he  came  then. 
He  will  come  in  his  glory — that  "  glory  which 
he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was." 
He  will  come  as  "  God  over  all,  blessed  for 
ever."  In  the  chapter  before  the  lesson  it  is 
said  he  will  come  "  in  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
with  power  and  great  glory." 

But  what  should  we  understand  by  the  Lord 
coming  in  his  glory  ?  One  thing  is  mentioned 
in  the  lesson  that  will  then  show  his  glory — 
"  all  his  holy  angels  will  be  with  him."  St. 
Paul  says  in  Thessalonians,  "the  Lord  will 
descend  with  his  mighty  angels.'  Children, 
in  some  of  our  former  lessons  you  learned 
some  things  about  the  angels — their  immense 
number  and  great  power — and  how  God  em- 
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ploys  them  to  minister  to  the  heirs  of  salva- 
tion here  on  earth,  and  sends  them  to  execute 
his  holy  will  in  all  parts  of  the  universe.  But 
when  the  Lord  comes  to  this  world  again  they 
will  all  be  with  him.  They  will  be  collected 
from  every  part  of  his  wide  dominions,  and  all 
their  different  employments  will  be  laid  aside 
for  a  time,  that  they  may  add  to  the  splendor 
and  glory  of  his  coming. 

And  oh,  what  a  bright  array  that  will  be ! 
The  Prophet  Daniel  says,  they  are  ten  thous- 
and times  ten  thousand;  and  John  says,  in 
Revelation,  he  saw  ten  thousand  times  ten 
thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands  !  Thus 
heaven  will  for  a  time  be  emptied  of  its  glory ;  or 
rather,  heaven  will  come  down  to  earth  ! 

Some  other  things  are  mentioned,  in  other 
places,  which  will  add  to  the  glory  of  the 
Lord's  coming.  Paul  says,  "  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven  in  flam- 
ing fire."  And  in  the  chapter  before  our  lesson 
it  is  said,  at  the  coming  of  Christ,  "  the  sun 
shall  be  darkened,  and  the  moon  shall  not 
give  her  light."     Think,  children,  for  a  mo- 
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ment,  of  the  glory  of  that  excessive  brightness 
which  will  put  out  even  the  light  of  the  sun  ! 
You  have  seen  a  splendid  chandelier  lighted 
up,  and  shedding  its  glory  around  a  spacious 
hall ;  but  when  the  day  appeared  all  that  glory 
vanished.  Or,  you  look  up  to  the  sky  on  a 
clear  night,  and  see  the  whole  firmament  span- 
gled with  shining  stars.  By  and  by  daylight 
breaks  forth  ;  one  after  another  the  stars  dis- 
appear ;  anon  the  sun  comes  forth  in  his 
strength,  and  all  the  stars  are  gone.  No — 
they  are  just  where  they  were  before,  but  the 
greater  brightness  of  the  sun  has  darkened  all 
their  glory.  So  will  the  brightness  of  the 
Lord's  coming  darken  or  hide  the  splendor  of 
the  sun. 

Another  thing  to  show  forth  the  glory  of 
the  Lord — his  coming  will  be  attended  with  a 
dreadful  sound.  It  is  said  in  one  place,  "  the 
heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise  ;" 
and  in  another  place,  "  the  Lord  himself  shall 
descend  from  heaven  with  a  great  shout,  with 
the  voice  of  archangels,  and  with  the  trump  of 
God."     Children,  during  the  past  week  you 
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saw  the  thick  black  clouds  spread  over  the 
heavens,  and  the  sharp  lightnings  play  upon 
them  and  flash  in  your  eyes,  followed  by  the  sud- 
den loud  crack  of  the  thunder,  and  you  were 
made  to  fear  and  tremble  at  the  power  and 
majesty  of  God.  But  what  are  all  the  thun- 
der storms  that  ever  swept  the  earth,  compared 
to  that  flaming  fire  in  which  the  Lord  will  de- 
scend, and  that  awful  sound,  more  terrible 
than  a  thousand  thunders,  that  will  ring  through 
all  the  deep  caverns  of  the  earth,  and  start  the 
slumbering  millions  from  their  graves  !  Oh 
what  terror  will  it  strike  into  the  hearts  of  all 
the  ungodly  ! 

3.  The  next  thing  stated  in  the  lesson  is, 
that  the  Lord  "  will  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory  ;  and  before  him  shall  be  gathered  all 
nations."  In  Revelation  it  is  called  a  "  great 
white  throne.,:  St.  John  says,  "And  I  saw 
a  great  white  throne,  and  him  that  sat  on  it, 
from  whose  face  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled 
away."  "  And  I  saw  the  dead  small  and 
great  stand  before  God."  And  Paul  tells  us 
in  first  Corinthians  how  the  living  shall  be 
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changed  and  the  dead  raised  to  come  to  judg- 
ment, "  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  at  the  last  trump  ;  for  the  trumpet  shall 
sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised.' '  "  And 
the  sea  shall  give  up  the  dead  which  are  in  it, 
and  death  and  hell  shall  give  up  the  dead 
which  are  in  them." 

Thus  all  nations  shall  be  gathered  before 
their  Judge — all  in  heaven,  earth,  and  hell. 
The  souls  of  the  saints  in  heaven  Christ  will 
bring  with  him  to  unite  with  their  bodies  ;  and 
the  prison  of  hell  will  be  opened  to  those  con- 
fined there,  that  they  may  come  and  find  their 
bodies,  and  prepare  for  judgment.  And 
what  armies  will  then  rise  up  out  of  the  sea  ! 
and  what  a  heaving  and  shaking  of  the  ground 
when  the  vast  crowds  of  men,  women,  and 
children  shall  rise  up  out  of  every  part  of  it ! 

Not  only  will  every  individual  of  the 
whole  race  of  mankind  be  there,  but  all  belong- 
ing to  him,  and  necessary  to  make  him  the 
very  same  person  he  was  before.  And  what 
an  assembly  that  will  be !  Such  a  one  as 
never  was,  and  never  again  will  be.     All  the 
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inhabitants  of  heaven,  earth,  and  hell  come  to- 
gether to  judgment !  St.  John  says,  "  After  this 
I  beheld,  and  lo,  a  great  multitude  which  no  man 
could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindred,  and 
people,  and  tongues,  stood  before  the  throne.' 

u  Christians  and  Jews,  and  Turks  and  Pagans  stand 
A  blended  throng,  one  undistinguished  band." 

4.  The  next  thing  we  have  in  the  lesson  is 
the  judgment  itself — the  separation.  "  He 
shall  separate  them  one  from  the  other,  as  a 
shepherd  divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats.' 
So  easy  will  it  be  for  the  judge  to  see  the  dif- 
ference between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked ! 
How  difficult  is  it  often  here  to  tell  them 
apart!  When  we  meet  we  all  appear  very 
much  alike.  We  all  sing,  we  all  seem  to  pray, 
we  all  read  God's  word.  "Man  looketh  on 
the  outward  appearance,  but  God  looketh  on 
the  heart."  There  the  "  hypocrites  are  known 
through  the  disguise  they  wear.'  There  the 
sheep's  clothing  will  be  torn  from  every  goat 
and  wolf,  and  every  one  will  stand  forth  in  his 
true  character.     Then  will  he  place  the  sheep 
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on  his  right  hand  and  say,  "  Come,  ye  blessed 
of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world." 
And  he  will  place  the  goats  on  his  left  hand 
and  say,  "Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into 
everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels." 

Oh,  what  a  separation  that  will  be  !  Then 
some  parents  and  children,  and  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  teachers  and  scholars,  will  see 
each  other  for  the  last  time  for  ever !  For 
some  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punish- 
ment ;  and  others  into  life  eternal. 

5.  And  now,  dear  children,  one  solemn 
thought  more  connected  with  all  this  is,  that 
we  shall  be  there.  I  will  be  there,  and  you 
will  be  there  every  one  of  you.  Yes,  we  may 
have  been  dead  long  years,  buried  in  the 
depths  of  the  sea,  or  mingled  with  the  fine 
dust  of  the  earth,  but  when  that  awful  trumpet 
sounds  we  shall  hear  it  and  start  up  to  obey 
its  call.  We  shall  behold  the  Lord  com- 
ing in  the  clouds,  and  vast  throngs  from  hea- 
ven, hell,  the  earth  and  the  sea  gathering  to 
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meet  him.  We  shall  see  him  seated  on  his 
great  white  throne,  and  separating  the  right- 
eous from  the  wicked.  Yea  more — we  shall  be 
among  them  and  a  part  of  them.  We  shall 
be  separated  one  from  another,  teachers  from 
scholars,  and  scholars  from  each  other ;  and 
either  rejoice  with  those  on  the  right  hand,  or 
wail  with  those  on  the  left.  And  the  invita- 
tion will  be  addressed  to  us,  "  Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father;"  or  the  dread  sentence, 
"Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting 
fire." 

"  Great  God  !  I  tremble  at  the  thought, 
And  at  thy  feet  for  mercy  bend, 
That  when  to  judgment  I  am  brought, 
The  Judge  himself  may  be  my  friend." 
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ADDRESS    XV. 

THE    MOST    VALUABLE    THING;     OR,   WHY    THE 
SOUL  IS  PRECIOUS.     Matt.  xvi.  13 — 27. 

Children,  you  have  all  seen  a  gold  dol- 
lar. It  is  a  little  bit  of  money,  not  larger 
than  a  five-cent  piece,  yet  worth  as  much  as 
twenty  five-cent  pieces.  It  is  worth  a  big  sil- 
ver dollar,  that  would  almost  cover  the  hand 
of  that  little  girl ;  and  worth  more  cents  than 
she  could  hold  in  both  her  hands.  Gold  is  a 
very  precious  metal. 

There  are  some  other  things  still  more  pre- 
cious than  gold :  the  diamond,  for  instance. 
I  suppose  some  of  these  children  have  never 
seen  one.  Diamonds  are  little  precious  stones, 
so  hard  as  to  cut  glass,  and  clear  and  shining 
as  the  dewdrops  which  sparkle  on  the  leaves 
and  flowers  in  early  morning.  One,  called 
the  Koh-i-noor,  was  found  in  India  some  years 
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ago,  and  presented  to  Queen  Victoria,  by  the 
East  India  Company.  It  is  only  about  as 
thick  as  my  thumb,  yet  valued  at  nearly  five 
hundred  thousand,  or  half  a  million,  dollars ! 
But  I  lately  saw  in  the  newspapers  an  account 
of  one  in  our  own  country,  said  to  be  worth 
more  even  than  that.  It  belongs  to  a  gentle- 
man in  Virginia,  whose  father  found  it  in  the 
gold  mines  about  seventy  years  ago ;  but  its 
value  was  not  known  till  lately.  It  is  said  to 
be  worth  two  millions  of  dollars !  enough,  al- 
most, to  buy  up  half  a  dozen  country  towns. 
Who  that  owned  such  a  gem  would  not  think 
himself  rich  ! 

But,  children,  there  is  something  more  valu- 
able even  than  that  diamond.  That  little  boy, 
who  looks  at  me  so  earnestly,  has  a  gem  which 
is  worth  more ;  yea  more  than  a  million  dia- 
monds !  Do  you  know  what  I  mean  ?  His 
soul.  Yes,  it  is  his  soul.  But  how  do  we  know 
that  the  soul  is  so  valuable  ?  We  know  it  by 
what  Christ  has  said,  and  by  what  he  has  done. 

1.  By  what  he  has  said.  He  made  the 
soul,  and  knows  its  value ;  and  in  our  lesson 
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to-day  lie  says  it  is  worth  more  than  the  whole 
world  :  "  What  is  a  man  profited  if  he  should 
gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own  soul  ? 
Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his 
soul? 

2.  By  what  he  has  done.  The  blessed  Ee- 
deemer  gave  his  own  life  as  a  ransom  for  the 
soul.  But  he  would  not  give  his  precious  life 
for  a  world,  or  a  world  full  of  diamonds. 
Therefore  the  soul  must  be  worth  more  than 
they. 

An  infidel  wanted  to  puzzle  a  little  girl  who 
went  to  Sabbath-school,  by  asking  her,  "  What 
is  your  soul  ?"  But  her  reply  surprised  him, 
and  led  him  to  serious  reflection.  She  said 
"It  is  my  think"  Yes,  children,  it  is  your 
think.  It  is  that  which  thinks  and  reasons, 
fears  and  hopes,  hates  and  loves,  suffers  and 
rejoices. 

It  is  because  we  have  souls  that  we  delight 
in  the  sparkling  diamond,  the  beautiful  pic- 
ture, the  many-tinted  flowers,  the  green  fields, 
and  woods,  and  the  lofty  mountains.  It  is  the 
soul  that  is  charmed  with  the   sweet  tones  of 
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the  piano  and  the  melodeon,  the  singing  of  the 
birds,  the  rustling  of  the  wind  in  the  tree-tops, 
the  murmur  of  the  distant  water-fall,  and  the 
cheerful  voices  of  beloved  friends.  It  is  the 
soul  that  looks  up  and  beholds  in  yonder  sun 
and  moon  and  stars,  not  mere  bright  spots,  as 
they  appear  to  the  naked  eye,  but  mighty 
worlds,  millions  of  miles  away,  numerous  as 
the  sands  on  the  sea  shore,  and  moving  more 
rapidly  than  any  bird  you  have  ever  seen  fly- 
ing through  the  air.  And  more  than  all,  it  is 
the  soul  that  can  think  of,  commune  with,  love, 
and  adore  the  great  and  glorious  Being  who  ha& 
made,  sustains,-  and  directs  them  all. 

And  now,  dear  children,  another  reason  why 
the  soul  is  worth  more  than  all  other  things  is 
because  it  shall  live  for  ever.  The  world,  with 
all  its  diamonds  and  precious  treasures,  shall 
be  burnt  up, 

"  The  sun  that  lights  the  world  shall  fade, 
The  stars  shall  pass  away," 

but  the  soul  shall  see  and  hear  and  feel,  shall 
love  or  hate,  be  happy  or  miserable,  millions 
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of  ages  after  all  these  shall  have  passed 
away. 

Sometimes  when  you  suffer  pain,  how  anx- 
iously do  you  pray  and  hope  that  it  may  soon 
cease  !  How  willingly  do  you  take  the  most 
nauseous  medicines  to  remove  it !  But  the 
soul  that  is  lost  will  find  no  medicine  to  re- 
lieve its  distress,  can  look  forward  to  no  period 
when  its  sufferings  shall  have  an  end.  Hope  is 
gone  for  ever,  and  nothing  remains  but  weeping, 
and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  Oh,  who  can 
estimate  the  worth  of  a  soul  capable  of  misery 
that  shall  never  end  ! 

And  how  valuable  and  precious  appears  the 
soul  when  we  think  of  the  bliss  she  may  enjoy  for 
ever  in  the  world  to  come  !  If  here  the  bright 
sunlight  and  the  sweet  flowers,  the  fields  and 
woods  and  streams  and  trees  of  earth  afford 
her  such  delight ;  how  will  she  rejoice  in  that 
purer  and  brighter  world  where  there  is  no  night 
— whose  flowers  always  bloom ;  whose  fields 
and  woods  are  ever  green ;  where  flows  the  river 
of  the  water  of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  whose 
streams  make  glad  the  city  of  God,  and  on  the 
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bank  of  which  stands  the  tree  of  life,  whose 
leaf  never  withers,  and  whose  fruit  never  de- 
cays !  If  here  the  soul  finds  joy  in  the  music 
of  instruments,  and  birds,  and  rustling  winds, 
and  murmuring  brooks;  how  will  she  be 
ravished  with  that  of  the  redeemed  in  glory, 
singing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb, 
with  the  golden  harps  of  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thousand  angels,  and  the  voice  of  the  Son 
of  man,  which  John  heard  as  the  sound  of 
many  waters !  If  the  soul  is  happy  in  the 
company  of  dear  friends  here  on  earth,  how 
will  she  delight  in  their  society  when  changed 
into  the  just  made  perfect ! 

Some  of  you  have  lost  christian  friends — a 
dear  father,  perhaps.  You  remember  his 
calm  and  heavenly  face,  as  he  gave  you  his 
parting  blessing ;  or  the  words  of  pure  and 
holy  love  uttered  by  your  pious  mother,  when  she 
printed  her  last  kiss  upon  your  cheek ;  or  the 
sweet  angel  smile  of  a  little  brother  or  sister, 
as  it  faintly  breathed  its  young  life  away  on 
its  cradle  bed — and  how  pure  and  true  the  joy 
which  the  remembrance  of  these  brings  to  the 
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soul !  But  how  will  she  delight  in  their  society 
in  yonder  world  of  light  and  blessedness,  where 
they  shine  forth  with  a  beauty  and  glory  far 
exceeding  all  they  ever  possessed  on  earth ! 
There,  too,  she  will  have  fellowship  with  all 
the  wise  and  the  good  that  have  ever  lived  in 
the  world — Enoch  and  Moses,  Samuel  and 
David,  Paul  and  John,  Hannah  and  Mary, 
and  all  the  rest — and  with  the  innumerable 
company  of  angels,  and  with  Jesus  himself  the 
glory  of  them  all ! 

Children,  we  may  learn  something  of  the 
soul's  happiness  in  the  world  to  come,  by  the 
foretastes  which  some  have  had  of  it  as  they 
drew  near  to  it.  Said  one  a  short  time  before 
his  death,  "  The  celestial  city  is  full  in  my 
view.  Its  glories  beam  upon  me,  its  odors 
are  wafted  to  me,  its  breezes  fan  me,  its  sounds 
strike  upon  my  ears,  and  its  spirit  is  breathed 
into  my  heart.  Nothing  separates  me  from  it 
but  the  river  of  death,  which  now  appears  but 
as  an  insignificant  rill,  that  may  be  crossed  at 
a  single  step,  whenever  God  shall  give  per- 
mission.    The  Sun  of  Righteousness  has  been 
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gradually  drawing  nearer  and  nearer,  appear- 
ing larger  and  brighter  as  he  approached, 
and  now  he  fills  the  whole  hemisphere ;  pour- 
ing forth  a  flood  of  glory,  in  which  I  seem  to 
float  like  an  insect  in  the  beams  of  the  sun ; 
exulting,  yet  almost  trembling  while  I  gaze 
on  this  excessive  brightness,  and  wondering 
with  unutterable  wonder  why  God  should 
deign  thus  to  shine  upon  a  sinful  worm.': 

If  such  are  the  mere  foretastes  of  heaven, 
oh,  what  will  be  its  full  enjoyment  ?  If  the 
soul,  which  is  here  like  a  diamond  in  its  rough, 
unpolished  state,  gives  forth  such  glimpses  of 
glory,  what  will  it  be  when  it  shines  forth  in 
eternal  splendor?  To  what  shall  we  liken 
that  soul  when  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of 
God! 

"  Since  o'er  thy  footstool  here  below 
Such  radiant  gems  are  strewn, 
Oh  !  what  magnificence  must  glow, 

My  God  !  about  thy  throne ! 
So  brilliant  here  those  drops  of  light — 
There  the  full  ocean  rolls,  how  bright ! 
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If  night's  blue  curtain  of  the  sky, 
With  thousand  stars  inwrought, 

Hung  like  a  royal  canopy, 

"With  glittering  diamonds  fraught — 

Be,  Lord,  thy  temple's  outer  veil, 
What  splendor  at  the  shrine  must  dwell ! 

The  dazzling  sun  at  noontide  hour, 

Forth  from  his  flaming  vase, 
Flinging  o'er  earth  the  golden  shower, 

Till  vale  and  mountain  blaze — 
But  shows,  0  Lord,  one  beam  of  thine  : 
What,  then,  the  day  when  thou  dost  shine ! 

Ah  !  how  shall  these  dim  eyes  endure 

That  noon  of  living  rays, 
Or  how  my  spirit,  so  impure, 

Upon  thy  glory  gaze  ? 
Anoint,  0  Lord  !  anoint  my  sight, 
And  robe  me  for  that  world  of  light." 

And  now,  children,  one  more  remark,  and 
then  I  stop.  Some  people  forget  that  they 
have  souls.  The  wants  of  this  dying  body 
take  up  all  their  time.  They  think  of  what 
they  shall  eat,  and  what  they  shall  drink,  and 
what  they  shall  put  on ;  but  they  never  ask 
what  they  shall  do  to  save  their  souls.     Is 
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this  the  case  with  any  of  these  children  ?  Oh 
what  amazing  folly,  thus  to  spend  all  one's 
time  in  making  provision  for  the  body  that 
shall  soon  be  food  for  worms  and  mingle  with 
the  dust,  while  you  care  not  for  the  immortal 
spirit,  which  must  be  happy  or  miserable  for 
ever !  Who  would  fling  away  a  Koh-i-noor  ? 
Yet  he  that  neglects  the  soul  casts  away  a 
diamond  infinitely  more  costly  and  precious. 
Dear  children,  may  none  of  you  act  a  part  so 
foolish  and  so  wicked.  Remember  now  your 
Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth.  Believe 
now  on  the  blessed  Saviour,  and  commit  your 
souls  to  him ;  and  he  will  cleanse  them  from 
every  sin,  and  take  them  into  his  glorious  pre- 
sence, where  there  is  fulness  of  joy ;  and  to 
his  right  hand,  where  there  are  pleasures  for 
evermore. 

Lord,  grant  that  this  may  be  the  happy  lot 
of  every  one  who  reads  or  hears  these  pages. 
Amen ! 


23  Jj>n  18«0 
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